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Abstract

TE133876

This research seeks to understand “the painful life of a Lahu daughter who
was sold by her parents to others” under current socio-cultural contexts of an ethnic
minority community and of the capitalist economy. The theoretical framework is
based on sociological and anthropological concepts of 1) the commoditization
process and 2) gender construction in ethnic minorities. These concepts help
provide insights into the cultural factors which contribute to the selling of a daughter
as acommaodity in the Lahu community; they also provide insights into the daughter’s
thinking process and definition of decision making, relative to consenting to her
parents.

In the Lahu social structure, the father and other male members play a
significant role and are equipped with power within the family. As a result, the
mother and daughter have to acquiesce (and conform to decisions made by the
males). However, the construction of gender, socialization and expectation given
by the community to each sex varies, based on the value and cultural system of that
particular community.

The research findings shows that the external changes facing the Lahu
community such as modernity, modern education, etc. allow women (together with
other community members) to gain more access to resources and other
opportunities, as well as to share an expanding social space. However, the situation
exposes the privileged with more social opportunities whereas the underprivileged
are still left in the same background. The doubly uneven privilege pressures a poor
family to opt to sell a daughter, the last resource of the family as a means of its
survival.

The family (which then legitimizes its selling of the daughter) uses the
cultural construction of gender to create an expectation towards the daughter and
assign her a responsibility for the continued survival of the family, On the other hand,
the daughter exerts the same expectation to justify consenting to her parents as
requested.

However, an incurred pain exists not only in the mind of the sold daughter,



but also in that of other members of the family, particularly the father and mother.

Although “the daughter” can serve as an alternative means of income for the family,
her departure would leave the family without any other resources.

Summary of the Research Content:
The research comprises 5§ chapters as follows:

Chapter 1 is an introduction to key issues, objectives, literature review,
frameworks, methodologies, expected results and brief content of the research.

Chapter 2 presents ethnographical data of an ethnic minority group named
“Lahu” in relation to its settlement, cosmology of thoughts, and cultural aspects of
gender construction of the Lahu, including changing situations in its community
such as an advent of development, modernity, etc.

Chapter 3 examines the construction of the daughter' roles in the Lahu
from the past to the present. It reflects the cultural changes which affect ways of
thinking, value systems and ways of life of the Lahu, as well as redefine the daughter’s
new role within the changing community.

Chapter 4 consists of three case studies of women who are in the process
of selling the daughter in the Lahu community. Although three case studies are
similar in terms of their causes, they illustrate conditions, operation of thinking and
value system of each individual, apart from their struggles for survival while being
sold, definitions the women give to livelihood at present and in the future including
their aspirations.

Chapter 5 concludes by placing the women in the three case studies in
the context of the Lahu's cultural values while struggling unavoidable destiny i.e.
aifment and other difficulties in their lives. It proposed a solution to alleviate and
eradicate trafficking in women from the Thai and global society.





