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The objectives of this study were to investiga'te: 1) socio-economic characteristics
of farmers in the area of Mae How Watershed Management Unit; 2) level of farmers’
participation in Mae How Watershed management; and 3) problems encountered in farmers’
participation on Mae How Watershed management. A set of interview schedule was used as a
tool for data collection from 346 farmers living in Bann Pang Hung, Baan Pang Mung, Bann Sob
Perng, and Baan Mae Lord. The respondents were obtained by random sampling. Obtained data
were analyzed by using the Statistical Package.

Results of the study revealed that most of the respondents were males with 41.85
years old on average. Almost two thirds of them were married, graduated from elementary school
and had four members in their family. Most of the respondents were farmers, owned a piece of
land without land registration document, and had an annual income of 48,814.45 baht and they
had been living in their respective communities for 31-40 years. They had never participated in
the watershed management activities and educational tours. They had never contacted with
watershed management staff but they perceived news on watershed management through the
news broadcasting tower of their respective villages. It was also found that the respondents had
exploited the watershed area as the source of water for farming.

For the level of farmers’ participation in Mae How watershed management in 6
aspects, it was found that they had participated in conservation most. This was followed by the
prevention, development, utilization, rules and regulations, and budget, respectively. Besides, it
was found that the respondents had a moderate level of the participation on the aspects of
conservation, prevention, and development. They had a low level of the participation on the
utilization, rules and regulations. It was also found that the respondents had a lowest level of
participation on budgeting.

For problems encountered in the participation of Mae How watershed management,
it was found that the watershed management staff did not allow local people to operate on the
watershed management directly. Moreover, it was found that it was not easy to meet government
officials involving in the watershed management. For the prevention and conservation, it was
found that there was a problem of illegal deforestation in the watershed area. For budget and
time, it was found that there was a limited fund for the watershed conservation activities. In
addition, the seminars and training schedules were overlapped with the respondents’ working
hours. For the utilization of the watershed area, it was found that there was the problem on the
utilization of the watershed resourced without the conservation that made the resources there have

decreased rapidly.





