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This research was conducted to investigate: 1) socio-economic characteristics of
the audiences; 2) their behaviors toward Korean dramas broadcasted on television; and 3) factors
influencing their selection of the Korean drama series watching.

The respondents in this study included over 200 people who were 12 years old
and above, living in Chiangmai municipality. They were obtained by random sampling from 200
families in order to get 1 respondent each. Data were collected by means of questionnaires and it
was also tested for finding validity and reliability. Obtained data were analyzed through the
Statistical Package for Social Sciences program (SPSS/PC’) and the statistics used were
frequency, percentage, mean and standard deviation.

Results of the study revealed that the respondents were 26.01 years old on
average. Most of them were female (71.0 percent), single, and attending undergraduate level.

Le;ss than one-half of the respondents (42.5 percent) watched Korean drama
series for 2-4 time a month, on Saturdays and Sundays. They preferred to watch it through
channel 7 during 9.15-11.15 a.m. Main factors influencing them to watch the Korean drama
series were its plot and they made their own decision. Generally, they prefered romantic genres
and the most popular ones were Full House and Princess Hours.

For factors influencing the respondents on the selection of the Korean drama
series watching, it was found that the plots of Korean drama series had a highest level whereas the
following were minor factors: 1) general aspects of Korean culture such as the costumes;
2) respondents lifestyles; watching Korean drama series for entertainment; 3) The sales promotion
such as VCDs or DVDs of the dramas which had been broadcasted on television before; and 4)

public relations media such as the trailers on TV.

As a whole, the following were the first 5 factors which the respondents held the
importance on the selection of the Korean drama series watching : 1) the plot or content of the
Korean drama series; 2) types of Korean drama series; 3) actors and actresses; 4) public relations
through magazines; and 5) co-activity with the lover. Besides, it was found that the respondents
had a good attitude toward Korean drama series whereas they had a moderate level of good

attitudes toward Thai drama series.





