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A research report on the perception of juveniles’ sex ethics resulting from
cultural violence was the combination of quantitative research with survey research, and

qualitative research. The scope of this study was divided into 2 parts as follows :

1. Quantitative Research This aimed to investigate the following:

1.1 To study the perception level of juveniles’ sex ethics resulting from
cultural violence as shown in the current social situations

1.2 To comparative study on the perception of juveniles’ sex ethics
resulting from cultural violence on the aspects of ethical knowledge, ethical attitudes,
ethical logics, and ethical behavior of juveniles studying in elementary schools, lower
and upper secondary schools, vocational colleges (Certificate of Vocation and
Certificate of Higher Vocation), and undergraduate students in Chiang Mai province.

1.3 To study factors associate with the perception of juveniles’ sex ethics
resulting from cultural violence.

The quantitative research (survey research) consisted of 6 sample
groups with a total number of 2,280 respondents: 310 respondents were sixth year
elementary school students; 429 respondents were third year secondary school
students: 307 respondents were fifth year secondary school students; 293 respondents
were vocational college students (Cert. of Vocation); 410 respondents were also
vocational college students (Cert. of Higher Vocation); and 531 respondents were
undergraduate students. These studént respondents were from 8 schools under the
supervision of the Chiang Mai Educational Service Area Office, 2 vocational colleges
under the Vocational Education Commission, 2 private schools under Office of the
Private Education Commission, and 4 universities in Chiang Mai under the Commission
on Higher Education. Questionnaires were used for data collection which contained
5 parts: 1) general information on the perception of sex ethics; 2) knowledge in ethics;

3) attitude on ethics; 4) logics for ethics; and 5) behavior in ethics. Descriptive Statistics,
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Mode, T-Test, F-Test, and Chi-Square Test were us MB"’WTF% analysis of the obtained
‘data.

General data of samplings revealed that more than half (53.51 %) of the
respondents were females and most of the respondents (35.83 %) were 19 years old
andabove More than half (53.11 %) of them had an average GPA of 2.01-3.00. Most of
the respondents (93.60 %) were Buddhists. More than half (59.34 %) of the respondents
stayed in their own houses. Most of them (49.17 %) joined religions activities and
important festivals. Most of the respondents (39.52 %) were the second child of their
families. In the case of marital status of their parents,. it was found that the majority of
their parents (71.54 %) live together. Most of their fathers and mothers (35.60,32.05 %)
were hired workers .In the case of rearing style, it was found that majority of their
parents (76.18 %) warmly took good care of them. Most of the respondents (88.11 %)
had no family problems.

For the transfer of sex knowledge, it was found that most of the
respondents (34.59 %) obtained knowledge on sex from their friends. Majority of them
(23.40 %) obtained knowledge on sex from VCD and DVD media. More than half  of the
respondents (56.80 %) had close female friends. For opposite sex friends, most of the
respondents (77.54 %) considered them as close friends. Most of the respondents
(70.26 %) had knowledge on sex through websites such as pictures of raping(42.38 %).
When having questions on sex, more than half (59.71 %) could find answers from their
friends. In the case of juveniles' opinions towards sex exposure such as sexy dressing
and embracing, most of them (37.68 %) agreed that it was an inappropriate behavior.
For relaxation emotion on sex, most of them (41.13 %) found ente\rtainment activities to
do. Asked about sex problems, most of the respondents (47.23 %) did not understand
thejr Physical change. Most of them (55.50 %) agreed that juveniles should not have
seéxual intercourse during their schooling age. For safe sex, most of the respondents
(90.27 %) agreed that juveniles should use a condom. Also, the majority of them

(82.71 %) claimed that sex ethics knowledge which one is right or wrong and found that

it depends on juveniles themselves.



14

203871

In the case of sexual harassment, the majority of the respondents
(81.92 %) disagreed with this matter. For their perceptions on having a lover during
schooling, most of them (82.24 %) stated that juveniles could have a lover during their
school age. Regarding the change in sex values among juveniles, it was found that most
of them (73.60 %) could accept it. Most of the respondents (46.14 %) could find sex
knowledge through the website www.google.co.th. For the most exciting sex
experiences lives for sixth year elementary school student respondents, third year
secondary school student respondents, and fifth year secondary school student
respondents, it was found that watching obscene cartoons and movies was done most
with the percentages of 39.58, 36.73, and 37.08, respectively. In the case of second
year vocational student/respondents, first year higher vocational student respondents,
and second year undergraduate student respondents, sexual intercourse was their most
exciting sex experience lives with the percentages of 50.00, 66.14, and 35.34,
respectively.

Regarding the level of the juveniles' perceptions on ethics knowledge
and attitude on ethics, it was found that all groups of the respondents had a high
perception level on it. For the perception on ethical logics, sixth year elementary school
students, second year vocational student respondents and first year higher vocational
student respondents had a moderate level on it. However, it was found that third year
secondary school student respondents, fifth year secondary school student
respondents, and second year undergraduate student respondents had a high
perception level on it. In the case of the perception on behavioral ethics, it was found
that only the sixth year elementary school student respondents had a moderate
perception level on it whereas other groups of the respondents had a high perception
level on it.

Results of the analysis on the difference of the juveniles’ perception on
sex ethics revealed that student respondents had different perceptions on it. For the—;
first group, it was found that student respondents studying in third year and fifth yeai
secondary school as well as second year undergraduate students had the higheé

perception level on ethical behaviors. For the second group, students respondent‘
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;{Jay'i'hgﬁinfsecond yeaf vocational certificate level and first year higher certificate level
had less perception on ethical behavior than that of the first group. For the last group,
student respondents studying in sixth year elementary school were found to have least
perception about ethical behaviors. Moreover, it was found that there was a statistically
significant difference on sex ethics between male and female respondents. Female
respondents were found to have more perception on sex ethics than that of male
respondents.

Also, It was found that type of media which juveniles could perceive
about sex, type of residence, and frequency on the participation of religions activities

had statistically significant relationship with the juveniles’ perception on sex ethics.

2. Qualitative Research This aimed to investigate the following:

2.1 To study attitude of 6 groups of student respondents towards their
sex perception elementary school students, Iowef secondary school students, upper
secondary school students, vocational college students, higher vocational college
students, and undergraduate students in Chiang Mai province.

2.2 To study Juveniles' perception on sex ethics resulting from cultural
violence on the aspects of ethical knowledge, ethical attitudes, ethical logics, and

ethical behaviors.

2.3 To study situations of sex ethics perception of juveniles resulting
from cultural violence.

As well as the quantitative research, data collection of this qualitative
research was conducted through 6 sample groups with a tofal number of 201
respondents.  In-depth- interviews were conducted with 5 homeroom teachers of sixth
year elementary school, 4 homeroom teachers of third year secondary school,
4 homeroom teachers of fifth year secondary school, 5 second year vocational college
teachers, 5 first year higher vocational college teachers, and 2 second year
undergraduate teachers with a total number of 25 teacher respondents. Moreover,

focus group interviews were conducted with 25 sixth year elementary school students,
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29 third year secondary school students, 22 fifth year secondary school students,
26 second year vocational college students, 44 first year higher vocational college
students, and 30 second year undergraduate students. The total number of student
respondents was 176. In-depth- interview schedules were used for data collection from
teacher respondents and focus group interview schedules were used for data collection
from student respondents. Content analysis was conducted for the obtained data.
Conclusion of qualitative data analysis of 6 sample groups were as

follows:

1. Sample groups of sixth year elementary school student respondents

Results of the study revealed the following :

1.1 The respondents had attitudes on sex concerning 3 paradigms:
1) sex is a natural matter, 2) sex is a terrible matter , and 3) sex is a prohibited matter.

1.2 The respondents’ perception on sex ethics resulting from the cultural
violence. Regarding ethical knowledge, the respondents perceived 3 paradigms:
1) a good learning on sex value of Thai society, 2) the enrichment of analytical thinking
skill on sex information, and 3) negative thinking towards sexual intercourse. Regarding
ethical attitudes, the respondents perceived the 3 paradigms : 1) the feeling refection on
mental unstable, 2) the response towards curiosity, and 3) too much sex exposure which
was not acceptable. For ethical logics, the respondents perceived 2 paradigms :
i) sex sho'ul/d be avoided or involved ,and 2) awareness of the impacts which might be
arised. Regarding ethical behavior, the respondents perceived 7 paradigms:
1) the emphasis on leamning and social‘ activities ,2) the refusal of obscene media
,3) games and some activities had relationships with the starting point of sex exposure
4) being interested in opposite sex 5) seeking for things to improve their personality .
B) risk behavior towards sex intercourse scarcely occur,and 7) assimilation or:
identification. )

For the spreading of media effecting the elementary student respondents-
on sex ethics perceptions, the findings revealed that most of them perceived the sex“

behavior was relavant to the determined social Thai norm. Besides, they seldom
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acquifed the influence of obscene media due to some factors such as the limitation of
physical growth development, interest, inadequate learning experience through media,
etc.

2. Sample group of third year secondary schoo! students. Results of the
study revealed the following :

2.1 Third year secondary school student respondents had the following
3 paradigms: 1) sex matter is close to them ,2) sex is a new strange in their life ; and
3) sex is a normal thing in their expression.

2.2 Sex ethics perceptions resulting from the cultural violence. In the
case of ethical knowledge, student respondents had 2 paradigms : 1) they had
knowledge}lan'd understanding on good sex values of Thai people , and 2) there was a
point of change in good sex values of Thai pattern. For ethical attitudes, student
respondents had 3 paradigms : 1) sexual violence is disgusting, 2) sex matter can be
widely opened and acceptable, and 3) good awareness towards the society. For ethical
logics, student respondents agreed 2 paradigms : 1) sex depend on emotions but
does not reason ,and 2) they realized the value of Thai culture.

In the case of ethical behaviors, student respondents had 6 paradigms:
1) sex exposure is mostly still be in a proper limit , 2) shameless on sex matter and
starting to negative sex exposure, 3) feeling that obscene media are spreaded among
juveniles, 4) sex roles of male and female juveniles had changed, 5) careful dealing with
opposite sex and more classification; and 6) behavioral immitation and be interested in
Opposite sex.

In the case of the spreading of media condition effecting the perception
seéx third year secondary school students had potential and intellectual readiness to
rapidly learn and follow the progress of sex media and sex perception immediately.
Also, they were always sensitive to sex matter perception and truly exposed to sex
matter amlong their friends. Learning sex matter through obscene media clearly effected
juveniles on sex learning and it also encouraged them to feel like to try on sex. Besides,

they had their own individual behavior more than before and with self- confidence.
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This caused the decrease on the importance of good sex value and a tendency of social

norm deviation.

3. Sample group of fitth year secondary school students respondents.

Results of the study revealed the following:

3.1 Fifth secondary school student respondents agreed to the
2 paradigms :1) sex matter was a normal thing in human life that they must be involved
,and 2) sex matter affected social problems.

3.2 Perception on sex ethics resulting from cultural violence. In the case
of ethical knowledge, results of the study revealed that student respondents had
2 paradigms : 1) aware of an appropriateness on sex matter of what should be
acceptable or not ,and 2) having the ability on an analysis of negative effect of media
towards the Thai society. For ethical attitude, student respondents had 3 paradigms:
1) sexual violence should not be happened in the Thai society, 2) worrying about the
influence of media ,and 3) feeling that media play important role in encouraging
juveniles to feel like to try. For ethical logics , students respondents agreed to the
2 paradigms : 1) an inappropriateness of their age towards over exposure to sex ,and
2) there should be more control of media presentation. In the case of ethical behavior,
student respondents had 3 paradigms : 1) doing activities in accordance to their given
tasks, 2) assimilation, and 3) much more exposure to sex matter as the following:
3.1) having a friend of opposite sex as a lover and be able to expose themselves as
lovers openly; 3.2) touching opposite sex is a normal thing; 3.3) female juveniles tend to
show their rights on courting opposite sex; and 4) following information about sex
through media and sharing the information among their groups openly.

For the situation on media spreading effected the perception on sex
ethics of fifth year secondary school student respondents, it was found that this less
effected student respondents’ perception on sex ethics or it was less risky on the pattermn.
form of sexual behavior changes. The student respondents were mostly aware of the
correctness and appropriateness seriously regarding the norm of Thai society, which
was relavant to the role and responsibility of their age. Although their daily life activities.

often met obsoené media, but due to they were influenced by the media at the higher



19

203871

age causing them tended to have more critical thinking. Thus, obscene media did not

much effect their thinking and behavior.

4. Sample group of second year vocational students. Results of the
study revealed the following :

4.1 Vocational student respondents had attitudes on sex concerning
2 paradigms : 1) sex matter made their life be colourful ,and 2) they could have more
freedom in sex exposure.

4.2 Perception on sex ethics resulting from cultural violence. In the case
of ethical knowledge, student respondents perceived 3 paradigms : 1) juveniles still
understand on sex value of Thai society, 2) knowledge on sex helps reinforce life
experience to be conform with current social activities, and 3) knowledge on sex value
that they had learned could not be applicable . For ethical attitude ,student respondents
perceived 3 paradigms: 1) sex viloence was a bad behavior causing Thai society had
moral degeneration ,2) it seemed that having sexual intercourse could be happened
easily in this age ,and 3) sex media stimulate feeling sensitives of juveniles . For ethical
logic, students respondents perceived 3 paradigms : 1) social models should not be
negative models for juveniles to have undesired behaviors, 2) having sex affair should
not be done; however, it is more difficult to cease juveniles’ feeling about sex, and
3) having sex affair can be occurred if his or her lover agree. For ethical behavior,
student respondents perceived 3 paradigms : 1) juveniles are risky to have unsafe sex
affair, 2) juveniles like to send information about sex among friends ,and 3) juveniles like
to imitate others through media.

For the spreading condition of media which effected second year
vocational student‘reSpondents on the perception of sex ethics, it was found that
vocational student respondents were very interested in sex or obscene media and they
ignored to consider what should be done or what should not be done and they lacked of
critical thinking in the selection of good media which caused them to always follow
media. This truly effected them to feel like to try on sex and imitated sex behavior much
more than before. They tended to have sex affair at the early age. Moreover, female

juveniles accepted that sex is normal thing in their life which they could present it.

s
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They did not feel guilty to have sex affair and they admitted that sharing knowledge on
sex experience with friends could nurture knowledge on sex learning. In the case of
male juveniles, it was found that they still kept on finding a chance to have sex affair with
female juveniles in order to have much more experiences on sex until they will be
saturation before they were adults.

5. Sample of first group high vocational student respondents. Results of
the study revealed the following :

5.1 The following were perceived by student respondents 4 paradigms:
1) sex affair is a normal thing in juveniles’ life which can be presented ,2) changing a
sex partner or sexual variety could be done but it must not have ahy condition to each
other, 3) howerver accumulating of sex experience could reach saturation point and
began to realize the truth of life, and 4) sex matter could have both positive and negative
aspects.

5.2 Perception on sex ethics resulting from cultural violence. In the case
of ethical knowledge, the following were found in the 3 paradigms: 1) juveniles had
knowledge and understanding in good sex value of Thai society, 2) juveniles perceived
that they should not have sex affair because they can not control themselve in the
critical sex situation but they could not avoid it since it has widely practiced according
to new sex values among juveniles, and 3) juveniles realized on morality but they
needed to find ways to solve the problem on sex matter. For ethical attitude,
the folldWing were perceived by student respondents with 4 paradigms: 1) going
against the nature of sex matter reﬂecfed sexual violence of the society and created
terrible feeling very much, 2) realizing less on the value of being virgin and being
juveniles have sexual intercourse more acceptable than before, 3) the perception on sex
media in a big amount did not build excited feeling but it caused more violence in
juveniles’ feeling in other parts, and 4) there was a tendency for juveniles to find their
ideal spouse in the future.

For ethical logics, the following were perceived by student respondents
with 3 paradigms: 1) there was good consciousness on sex towards juveniles

themselves, family and society, 2) there was consideration on the affect that would
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“oceur in the future, and 3) there was more responsibility towards themselves and
goc;ety In the case of ethical behavior, the following were perceived by student

respondents with 4 paradigms: 1) female students could expose the opposite sex much

fr_rgorréft'han:befOre, 2) juveniles had risk behavior on unsafe sex, 3) juveniles have
Wchangmg the’ partners for sexual_intercourse ,and 4) juveniles could seek for leisure
—getivities regarding their interest.

In the case of the spreading of ‘media condition effecting the perception
_on sex ethics of first year high vocational student respondents, it was found that most of
~them were interested in following the advance of technology on communication and all
'f’f@fms of sex media in-every communication channel. This conformed with the world
-social change in which the information perception through media was widely and fast
~among groups of juveniles. Due to the influence of those learnings and pevrceptions,
-juveniles had changed their thinking and behavior in many aspects such as distribution

of obscene pictures through communication tools carelessly, recklessly an shamelessly.
~Many students used mobile phone for the establishment of relationship leading to sex
affair. There was an imitation on sex behavior and costumes from their models like
movies stars or famous singers. This influenced their behavior on sex deviation causing
need of sex and curiousity. Also, sex media caused juveniles to be sensitive on their
thinking and feeling very much. However, student respondents also perceived that there
was severe spreading of sex media at present resulting in sexual violence among
female juveniles. It could be said that if there was no development of media and

technology,the Thai society would still conservative style and not be changed so much

from Thai social norm.

6. Sample group of second year undergraduate student respondents.
The following were found:

6.1 Student respondents perceived on sex concerning 2 paradigms :
1) couple life and sex affair were normal things that can be done ,and 2) they preferred

to have a couple life while they were studying in the university.
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6.2 The perception on sex ethics resulting from cultural violence. In the
case of ethical knowledge, student respondents perceived 2 paradigms :b 1) the sex
value of the Thai society was good but they had a new concept on it which the sex value
of the Thai society should changed in accordance with the current situations of the
society, and 2) They also agreed that sex affair and couple life depended on the
decision of themselves. In the case of ethical attitude, the following 3 paradigms were
found : 1) sexual violence was the behavior indicating the lack of culture and lack of
good conscious will toward the society, 2) sex affair and couple life did not lose dignity
and it was not meaningful to their lives, and 3) sex affair was related to consumerism
values. For ethical logic, student respondents perceived 4 paradigms: 1) university
life was full of freedom and it was the world of learning, 2) sex affair and couple life
could go along with schooling but education was the most important thing in their life, 3)
sex affair and couple life during schooling could be experience of part of their life, and
4) they had conscious on the promotion of morality of society members. In the case of
ethical behavior, student respondent perceived 5 paradigms: 1) they had self-
prevention behavior in sex affair in a particular level, 2) they have a couple life while
schooling, 3) they have temporary sex affair or over night sex affair, 4) dressing and sex 7,
exposure behavior of female students aroused the sexual desire of male student, and
5) they had behavior on the fighting for the opposite sex or the same sex lover.

The spreading of media situaition effecting the perception on sex ethics
of second year undergraduate student respondents comprised 2 paradigms:.
1) the presentation of sex media was contradictory to Thai culture and 2) media were.

widely opened and it guided the society to have sex imitation.





