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Abstract

The status of dairy cattle raising in Chiang Mai was divided in 2 periods, firstly
during December 2004 - June 2005 and secondly, during March 2006 —October 2006 .In
the first period, four hundred fifty three dairy farmers were interviewed using
questidnnaires at their farms or milk collecting center. The results indicated that 87.30%
of dairy farmers were males with average age of 48.89 years ( % in range of 41-50
years). Most of them had finished primary school (63.69%).In average, the family have 4
members with 2 members working in the farm (67.12%).About 88.47% of the farmers
raising dairy cattle as their main livelihood and had experience of dairy raising for an

average of 10.24 years. They started the farms from purchased pregnant cows. Most of
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them raised crossbred Holstein-Friesian and had an average of 23.75 cattle in their farms
which were moderate farm size. The average number of cow was 9.96 heads/farm with
an average daily mi,!k production of 12.41 kg/head. In addition, the éverage area used
for pasture was 2.46 rai/ farm and non of the farmers mixed their concentrate feed for
their s’tock.

The important p.'roblems and obstacles of dairy cattle raising in Chiang Mai
included insufficient of roughage , expensive concentrate feed , mastitis, low conception
rate and retained placenta .

In the 2" period four hundred and thirty two dairy farmers were individually
interviewed using questionnaires at their farm land or at milk collection center. The results
showed that 88.26% of dairy farmers were male, around 38.92% had an average age
: over 45 years. Most of the farmers (53.57%) finished primary school. The family had 4-6
members (60.93%) and only 2 of them are working in the farm.

Most 5f them (89.99%) relied their major household income through raising dairy
cattle and received the soft loan from the bank (70.29%), eg. Farmers Bank. In average,
the farmers had long experience on raising cattie for more than 10 years (50.59%). Their
farms are in medium farm size of around 11-30 cows (57.66%). They started the dairy
farms from purchasing pregnant cows. The main dairy breed is crossbred Holstein-
Friesian (96.07%).The average milking cows was 9.89 heads per farm with an average
milk production of 14.83 kg/head/day. Farmers raised only female calf in the farm, but not
the male. Farmers used concentrated feed supplied by dairy cooperative or by private
feed suppilier. "

Major problems and constraints the farmers steady facing were insufficient
roughage both in quantity and quality, especially in dry season. However, the price of
concentrate were too expensive, whereas the milk price was very low. Moreover, the
problems on animal health still occurred, especially mastitis, metritis, low conception

rate, retained placenta and bloat.





