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The purposes of studying Sufficiency Economy based Learning Development of
Tawan Community were 1) to study problems and needs of the community 2) to study and
develép sufficiency economy based learning process to the community, and 3) to study the result
of the development on the community done by community itself.

This study was a descriptive research. The data were collected from people in
the community including young people, adults, and the elderly. The researcher participated in
several activities so that people and the researcher became acquainted with each other, and this
provided complete data from the community. This fieldwork study was combined with the
information from related documents, concepts and theories. The data obtained were presented in a
descriptive way. ‘

According to the result, it was found that 147 families in Tawan community
were on a plateau. They faced the problem of low price production dueto price fluctuation. And
the production was inconsistent. People did not know how to manage the market price. The
production was also under the standard, so it was unable to be sold. Other problems were the
intermediate persons who set the prices in the market and they were in debts because of
insufficient income. However, daily paid work was a temporary solution. There were also social
and environmental problems, drought, illegal deforestation, and unemployment after farming,
diseases in plants and animals, lack of seedlings, illegal farming areas and no farming land. The
young ones were affected by materialism and peer pressure. As a result they had to spend more

money. They also work in remote areas because of problems in their families.
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The study also found that learning development in the community should be in a
traditional or natural way, following the local wisdom, and coping with the sufficiency economy
theory. In addition, the community should provide learning development through activities from
other organizations such as, training courses, demonstrations, exhibitions, implementation,
camping for young people and exchanging ideas in the community. To develop social learning
process involved by applying sufficiency economy concepts in the community appropriately, it
depended on internal and external factors in the community.

The findings were as the following. There were 3 levels of indexes which
included the index for young people, adults and the elderly, respectively. Sufficiency economy
leaded people to be self-reliant. It created network in the community. Accordingly, the
community became peaceful and long life developing by means of integration. Therefore, there
were groups of tourist guides, tea producers and local wisdom in the community.

It was found that all éample groups were much developed than in the past
According to the average index, the young people’s learning development raised at 61%, which
was 33% higher than the adults, and 17% higher than the elderly. Comparing between the young
people and the adults, the young people had a higher level in sufficiency economy based learning
development of 28% and higher than the elder of 44%, respectively. This showed that the

learning development of the young people was higher than that of the adults and the elderly.





