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The objectives of this research were to ﬁ1ake comparative study and anélytical
synthesis of the concepts, methodologies and the effectiveness of the forestry resource restoration
with special emphasis on the upper headwater areas having different geosocial characteristics.
The methodologies of this research were by means of integration of qualitative and. participative
action research.

The results of the study revealed that the restoration of the three watersheds were
based on the same concepts and principles i.e. to convert all or most of the degraded areas which
have prefziously'been tfansformed into agricultural land for growing cash crops, back to their
original states as good headwater férests by means .of afforestation. Different approaches were
used for land holders living in different headwater areas to participate effectively in the
reétoration works, depending on their geosocial characteristics and diversed supportive factors of
each watershed. ‘The restoratioﬁ processes were similar in terms -of forest fire prevention, forest -
self generation and re-forestation. The irrigation me’thod‘ for nurturing young trees might be
different in details for each pMcula areas which were also relied on the amount of fundings, the
types of supporting organizations and operation team. The condition of Mae Sei watershed has
been successfully restored and its forest has become héalthy again to generate enough yields of
water for domestic consumption and agricultural use for all people in Mae Soi sub — district. The
same good results have been achieved by the people of Muang Ngai sub — district from their
healthy headwater forest in Khun Mae Kon watershed. For Huay Mae Pu watershed at Doi Om
Pai, its forest has progressively been improving because the restoration work has just begun in the
year BE 2546,

The research results obtained from the 3 watersheds in connection with results
from other related watersheds as acquired by literature surveys have led to the “Strategic
Recommendations™ for effective prevention of forest destruction as well as sustainable forestry
resource restoration particularly for the headwater areas. Such proposal should be made as
“Urgent National Agenda” together with the concept of “Think Globally, Act Locally”. The role
of local sub-watersheds must be fully recdgnized and all action plans in local areas should be
implemented in co-operation with local people. The applications of the Royal Initiatives of His
Majesty the King and Her Majesty the Queen for forest conservation should be used as practical
guidelines for urgent and short — term action plans. In the mean time, long- term plans should be
made available as soon as the population of highland dwellers would decrease in number to
certain extent and their new generations voluntarily re-settle themselves in the lowlands which
should be well prepared for the resettlement programs. By these means, complete forestry

resource restoration and sustainability of headwater forest areas would be achieved.





