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Ban Pangieo is a Karen community located in Thanue sub-district, Mae On
district, Chiang Mai. The community is a quite and simple village where villagers have close
relationship with each other. Meanwhile, the villagers have to contact with outsiders. They have
gradually embraced new cultural values which are the impacts of Thailand national development,
which emphasizes on economy, infrastructure, modern telecommunication, and excessive
consumerism, The needs for modern appliances in daily life have more and more materialism
whereas household income, which is mostly generated by agriculture and employments, cannot
compensate those needs. The villagers then need to procure loans that the borrowers can easily
access to the funds. Many households of Ban Pangieo have taken out some loans. These became a
problem for each household to solve.

In Ban Pangieo, there is a group of people who realize the debt problem which
significantly accumulates unless appropriate approaches were implemented. A group of people
and the researcher have formed a team to conduct a study entitled “The Participatory Process of
Debt Management Based on Sufficiency Economy Concept of Karen: A Case Study of Ban
Pangieo, Thanue, Mae-On, Chiang Mai” with research questions of “ how much Ban Pangieo
were in debt and how they managed their debts.” The objectives were to investigate the status of
household debts and to conduct the participatory process of debt management based on
sufficiency economy concept implemented in Ban Pangieo. |

In the process of researching, the team worked together through brainstorming,

planning and conducting survey of household information to find out the status of household
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debts in Ban Pangieo. The study found that the household debts in the village were 1,717,659
baht. Later, the team informed this debt information to the villagers so they could participate in
this research. There were 21 household representatives who volunteered to participate in debt
management  process by analyzing the household debt information in community forum and
discussing within small groups. All these processes were aimed to reach the development plans
based on sufficiency economy concept, which would be thoroughly discussed in the village
meeting. There was a resolution to implement activities under the scheme of reducing expenses
plan. The piloting household representatives proceed with 4 activities, which were fish culture
vegetable cultivation, dish washing liquid production, and clothes washing liquid production. All
these activities supported self reliance and created self-immune awareness in the households.
Another activity that had been implemented was the preparation of income-expense account in
the household since this helped them manage the budget and become aware of expenses they
have, resulting in more reasonable spending behavior. After the project was implemented for a
certain period, the results from the household income-expense account during 6 months, from
September 2007 to February 2008, indicated that the expenses in general expense category such
as dish washing liquid, detergent, shampoo, cosmetics, were likely to decrease. The unpaid debt
generaily decreased.

From the findings éf the study entitled “The Participatory Process of Debt
Management Based on Sufficiency Economy Concept of Karen: A Case Study of Ban Pangico,
Thanue, Mae-On, Chiang Mai,” it was a process that knowledge of sufficiency economy concept
enabled households to live sufficiently and amply. Although the household representatives still
had debts remained to be paid, it reflected clearly the means of living based on sufficiency
economy concept, the household immunization and strength, which could lead towards

community development and a happy society in the future.





