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The objective of this work is to study the drying process of lychee fruit in order to

determine the optimal drying conditions. Lychee has an average diameter of 3.3 cm and the
initial moisture content varics from 300% to 350% dry basis. The dried fruit has the final target
moisture content of 30% dry basis. In this study experiments were carried out for the drying air at
60-100°C at the constant velocity of 0.7 mvs. Three types of drying kinctic equations were
employed for this study: theoretical model, semi-theoretical model and empirical model. The
drying rates calculated with each model was then compared with the experimental results. The
general equation of the bulk density is represented by a polynomial function of the moisture
content. The effect of temperature is expressed in an exponential function. The color change in
the rind of dried lychee depends on the temperature of drying air. As the drying temperature
increases, the redness (a) and lightness (L) values decrease. The yellowness (b) is unchanged
with temperature variation within the range. The study also found that the energy consumption
and the drying time are reduced with increased drying temperature. The energy consumption is

reduced with decreased specific airflow rate, but the drying time increases. The energy

consumption also decreases with reduced fraction of air recycled. A statistical analysis of the
results from the simulation leads to the conclusion that the optimal drying conditions are: drying
temperature at 70°C, the fraction of recycled air of 95%, and the specific air flow rate of 95 kg-
dry air per hour kg-dry lychee. Under these conditions, the specific encrgy consumption is 5.64

MJ/kg-water and the drying time is 55 hours.





