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This thesis focuses on the potential of combining bilateral and multilateral
approaches of Thaksin Shinawatra’s administration in solving the influx of the Burmese illegal
workers in Thailand.

The study finds that Thailand has been facing with the problem of Burmese illegal
migrants which was originally caused by the political and economic problems in Myanmar
since 1988. Previous Thai governments before Thaksin's administration had taken various
measures aiming at reducing the number of the Burmese illegal workers and increasing
Thailand's permeable border control and domestic enforcement; for example, labor
registration process, facing arrest, containment and repatriation. Unfortunately, these
measures failed and led to a worse situation with the increasing number of illegal workers in
Thailand. The situation was improved during the Thaksin administration when an economic-
led foreign policy was applied together with bilateral and multilateral approaches. Under the
policy, a number of development programmes were created to accelerate economic
development with an aim to reduce economic disparity between Thailand and Myanmar,
Which is the root cause of the problem. The policy appeared to create better atmosphere
and an opportunity to develop cooperative arrangements with the migrant-originated

Country, Myanmar, and had a potential to solve the problem in a long term.





