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The objectives of this study were to investigate: 1) - socio—eéonomic
characteristics of Para rubber farmers; 2) level of satisfaction of Para rubber farmers; and 3)
problems encountered and suggestions on Para rubber plantation of farmers. Respondents in this
study consisted of 70 farmers growing Para rubber which could be tapped obtained from multi-stage
random sampling. Obtained data were analyzed by using the Statistical Package for the Social
Sciences Program.

Results of the study revealed that most of the respondents were male, 48 years
oild on average, elementary school graduates, and had 2 family labourers on average. Most of
them had done rice growing before shifting to Para rubber plantation. Their main occupation was
Para rubber plantation and followed by growing rice. They had 7 years of experience in working
on Para rubber plantation. They got 16 kilograms raw sheet of Para rubber per day on average
and jthey got a yield of 3 kilograms per day on average. It was also found that the respondents
used their own capital for doing Para rubber plantation. Their income aside from doing Para
rubber plantation was from agricultural sector. The respondents were members of the Bank for
Agriculture and Agricultural Cooperatives and their recommendation were from the Office of
Welfare Fund for Para Rubber Plantation. Most of the respondents perceived information about
Para rubber plantation from village news broadcast towers. Most of them bad experience in Para
rubber plantation training, rubber tree tapping and Para rubber sheet making held by the Office of
Welfare Fund for Para Rubber Plantation. They had 3 labourers for Para rubber plantation on
average. Almost all of the respondents had their own land with Para rubber plantation areas of 11 rai.
These areas used to be agricultural area before doing Para rubber plantation. The respondents
grew Pa‘ra rubber of RRIM 600 varieties.

It was found that the respondents had a moderate level of satisfaction towards
Para rubber production. They had a high level of satisfaction in the following: 1) self-Para rubber
tapping; 2) Para rubber seedling; and 3) growth potential of Para rubber. They had a low level of
satisfaction in the following: 1) the provision of educational tour to visit successful Para rubber
farmers; and 2) the provision of capital for doing Para rubber plantation.

The respondents had a high level of problems in appropriate knowledge and
understanding on fertilizer, herbicides and pesticides application but they had a low level of
problem in the following: 1) falling down of Para rubber trees; 2) experience and knowledge in
Para rubber production of labours; 3) a wage of labour in tapping Para rubber; and 4) alien
labours. Suggestions of the respondents in this study was that they lacked of knowledge on
rubber tapping and an appropriate formula of Para rubber sheet making. Thus, they needed

concerned agencies to prepare training on these matters for them continually.





