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The objectives of this study were to investigate: 1) socio-economic characteristics
of farmers participating in the sufficiency economy production of Jatropha curras project;
2) method of Jatropha curras production of the farmers participating in the project on growing,
pruning, watering, fertilizer applying, weed eliminating, plant rival eliminating and preventing,
yield harvesting, oil extracting, and yield utilizing; 3) relationship between socio-economic
characteristics of the farmers and method of Jatropha curras production; and 4) suggestions of the
farmers participating in the project on the project implementation. Respondents in this study
consisted of 78 farmers obtained by random sampling who participated in the projects on
Jatropha curras growing for sufficiency economy in Makhamtho sub-district, Wat Sing district
and Kraboktia sub-district, Nernkarm district, Chainat province. A set of interview schedules was
used as a tool for data collection. '

Results of the study revealed that most of the respondents were male, 45 years old
on average, elementary school graduates, and had an annual income of 39,984. Most of them had
experience in training on method of Jatropha curras production. They had 1-2 family laborours
on average and they did farming as their main occupation. Most of the respondents had their own
land and the rest were tenants. Most of them had their own materials for Jatropha curras
production and the rest borrowed the materials from others. Most of them used their own capital
whereas the rest got a loan. Most of the respondents did not have any social position but they
were members of agricultural groups like client groups of the Bank for Agriculture and
Agricultural Cooperatives, Agricultural Cooperatives, and Farmer Housewife. They perceived
agricultural information through radio broadcast and telephone which were channels for
contacting agricultural extension staff.

With regards to the method of Jatropha curras production of farmers participating
in the project, it was found that the respondents had a high level of practice on the pfoduction in
the following: oil extraction, yield harvesting, plant rivals prevention and elimination, watering,
and weed controlling. For the relationship between socio-economic characteristics of the
respondents and method of Jatropha curras production, it was found that only training experience
effected the method of Jatropha curras production of the respondents participating in the
project. For suggestions of the respondents, they needed support on a complete Jatropha curras

production which all of the yield obtained could be utilized.





