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Farmers who produced low quality raw milk in one quality test are usually those farmers
who had previously produced the same low quality raw milk. This research was aimed to
investigate the factors in essential milking procedures that resulted in low quality and bacterial
prevalence in raw milk. The study population consisted of selected 50 member farms of Maejo
Dairy Cooperatives which were at the bottom list of farms having low quality Methylene Blue
Reduction. Test and Somatic Cell Count results in 2006. Raw milk samples were collected from
each farm at the milk collection center and were tested for bacterial culture and relationship
between milking procedure and bacterial counts. Results showed that essential milking
procedures (96%) which were neglected by farmers included the strip cup test before each
milking (98%), no teat cup rinse before next milking, no teat dipping before each milking (94%)
and no disinfectant dipping (84%). Bacteria species which were most frequently found in raw
milk were coagulase-negative Staphylococcus (34.78%) and group B Streptococcus (20.87%).
Furthermore, it was found that only the first steps of floor cleaning and cow grooming were

associated with prevalence of bacteria bacterial species found in raw milk (P<0.05).





