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The objective of this study was to assess the possibility of linking major

agricultural co-operative business information system in Nakornrachasima province. Data were

" collected from 79 agricultural co-operative in the province. The informanfs were the managers or

the manager assistants from each of those businesses. They were averagely 47.1 years of age with
at least 6 years work experiences. All of them had bachelor degree graduation.

The results show that the informants concurred that six major businesses should
bé linked. They are: 1) prbduct information 'such as the types of the crops, factors of production
demand, 2) deposit business such as total deposit and types of saving, 3) loans business such as
source of loans, 4) goods supply business including the goods advertisement and sales promotion,
5) products collection business such as types of products, gross product and quality of product,
and 6) service business and agriculture extension such as the advertisement and development of
each cooperation.

In addition, the cooperation province office in each province should be the
center of the link and information technology. The cooperation province office should be
responsible for the budgets of the “information technology system operation including the
investment and expenses.

However, the results show that the possibility of linking the business information
is very low. Although many cooperatives are using the computers for data collection, the abilities
to access to the internet are limited. Most of them have no internet access, and only 50% of them
are ready to install ADSL and to pay for monthly service charge. Only 2.5 staff per each
éooj)erative had middle level knowledge about information technology. The cooperative that had
,no computer are not ready to invest in purchasing computer and using information technology.

Thus, the major problems of using information technology are investment problems and staff

abilities to use technology.





