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The objectives of this study were to investigate the following: 1) background of body
of knowledge and philosophy of the occurrence of social welfare; 2) conformity of body of
knowledge on social welfare to strategic components of the policy on the provision of social
security by the government; 3) transformation of the policy on the extension of social security
protection for informal economy workers into practice; and 4) determination of proposed issue on
a guideline for social security system of informal economy workers in Thailand. This qualitative
study was conducted through document research, ethnographic Delphi future research done by 34
experts on social security. Focus group discussion among 44 informal economy workers was also
done. Findings showed the following:_

1. The philosophy of social welfare is generally based on the concept of liberalism,
socialism, and reconstructionism. This is considered as a maih issue of the world on the creation
of social assistance, social insurance, and social service. It protects everyone in the society based
on operation method and form. However, the age of globalization effects the decreased role of the
government in the provision of social welfare whereas the power of people group or community
plays important role in the provision of social welfare, economic growth, and standard of quality
of life. This leads to be the provision of social security in the form of reconstructonism focusing
on the integration of collaboration and natural responsibility among government sector, private
sector, and people. This can be said that it is the provision of multi-party social welfare.

2. The conformity of the philosophy of social welfare provision to the strategy of an
important social security provision creates principles and method of social security provision.
That is, concerned party are assigned to be responsible for social welfare provision, protection,

expenses, qualifications of people who will be protected, benefit condition, and managerial
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administration of social welfare. This conformity results in the occurrence of social security
provision in Thailand during the age of National Economic and Social Development Plan. The
principle and method of the social security implementation focus on socialism and
reconstructionism which is aimed to reduce conflicts among people in the industrial social. Also,
this was aimed to alleviate poverty and protect capitalism system. This is because the social
security is based on the principle of happiness and suffering sharing. Besides, the power of
capitalism system can control an appropriate resource allocation. _

3. Transformation of the policy on the extension of social security for informal
economy workers into practice. The government should manage protection mechanism on income
assurance in the form of compelling by the law, occupational group of 'm(/)re than 10 people,
employees who are exempted from social welfare law, and general workers aged 15-50 years old
who voluntarily join the policy. For subsidiary budget, it should be paid for 300-500 baht a
month. Concerned people who must pay subsidiary budget are employers, employees, local
administrative organizations, organization groups, and the government. The payment of
subsidiary budget can be flexible but certain. This can be done by contacting social security unit
through group representatives who are allowed by the Social Security Office: SSO. The
subsidiary budget can be kept for the social security fund for informal economy workers. It can be
spent for the privilege of old age, sickness and maternity, family allowance, death, and invalidity.
Besides, the subsidiary budget allocated by the government can be used for social welfare in the
care that workers lack of income in accordance with the determined condition. Old age can
choose to receive pension or lump sum.

With regards to the managerial administration of the protection mechanism of the
SSO, it should be reinforced particularly on the organization reengineering. This must be done so
that the organization will be free from bureaucracy and dependent from the managerial
administration of the social security fund for informal economy workers. Besides, the
development of knowledge and understanding on local affairs can be improved. Administrators of
the SSO must have leadership for the establishment of team work. They must create
understanding among staff of their organization, Continual meeting should be conducted in order
to push the extension of social security protection into practice. The employment of social power

and the decentralization of authority can be used as a tool for the social security protection for
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informal economy workers. Also, the committee of informal economy workers should manage on
the managerial administration of the social security fund and connect networking throughout the
country.

4. Proposed issue on a guideline for the protection of social security for informal
economy workers in Thailand.. The SSO should collect basic data on the preparation policy;
particularly on the following: 1) subsidiary budget provided by the government; 2) medical
service assistance provided by the National Healthy Office; 3) revision and improvement of the
law; and 4) assessment of financial sustainability of the social insurance system. With regérds to
the implementation plan, the plan for readiness creation and an alternative of the protection
mechanism should be done. Extension of knowledge of concerned agencies éan be practiced for
the enrichment of potential of the organization. Besides, it should have the determination of an
alternative method for the extension of social welfare protection covering all regions of Thailand.
For implementation procedures, target labor groups should be ﬁ}omoted on knowledge and
understanding. Also, it should have the revision of competency in managerial administration and
the creation of roles in managerial administration of social security task through the system of
member representatives in the community.

5. Suggestions about the policy to the government are as follows: 1) the government
should revise the social welfare policy focusing on the provision of social welfare in the form of
co-subsidiary budget allocation which is the same as that of the social insurance system; 2)
restructuring and expanding tax base; and 3) the campaign of marketing communication for the
strengthening of social insurance value. For suggestions about the implementation, the following
are: 1) the improvement and amendment of the law which hinders the extension of social
insurance protection; 2) it should have the transformation of tasks to local administrative
organization; 3) preparation of community welfare plan in the form of social insurance; 4)
community mechanism should be developed to be the center for the managerial administration of
social -insurance tasks; and 5) elevating the Ievel of policy on the extension of social insurance
protection for informal economy workers and pushing it to be the national agenda. In the case of
suggestions for research, the following were suggested; 1) promotion of the research on the
improvement and development of the managerial administration of social insurance provided by
the community, private, and government sectors; 2) improvement and development of the
managerial administration of various types of social welfare funds; 3) preparation of income base
for reference; 4) roles of local administrative organizations and community financial organization
in the managerial administration of social insurance tasks; and 5) investigation of the

establishment of the Community’s Social Security Fund.





