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This study aimed to explore the economical, social, cultural and ecological
aspects of the Amphawa community, Samut-Songkram province in relation to the Sufficiency-
Economy philosophy. The gathered information was based on the interview of 291 participants
from the community in which the frequency, percentage mean and weighted mean were used in
this study. Findings showed the following:

Most of the Ampawa community members did not do farming as their main
occupation. Many of them were government officials and followed by traders, farmers, and hired
workers, respectively. They had an average monthly income of 5,268.33 baht per family.
Besides, they had and average monthly income obtained from non-agricultural sector of 9,153.36
baht. They also had an average annual saving of 27,573.36 baht. However, they had an average
illegitimate househoid debt of 2,634.11 baht per month and legitimate household debt of 1,011.20
baht per month. Some of them (7.20 percent) provided Home Stay service for visitors. Less than
one-half of them (33.00 percent) provided boat rides to see fireflies, while 35.70 percent provided
herbal spa service. For production and consumption, less than one-half of them (36.10 percent)
grew vegetables for commercial purpose, and 30.60 percent grew vegetables for household
consumption and commercial purpose. |

In the case of social aspect, it was found that most of the respondents were more
than 46 years old, higher education graduates, and married. Most of them worked in their
community. Most of the respondents (95 percent and above) had good relationships with their

family members, relatives, and neighbors. Most of the respondents (95 percent) grouped

themselves for a specific purpose. " They usually respected community leaders and they were a
source of community unity. In the case of cultural aspect, it was found that all of the respondents
(100 percent) were buddhists. Most of them (90 percent) still had a specific uniqueness. Most of
them (96 percent) stated that the topographic condition of their community was appropriate for
the settlement, ie. floating market and food offerings to monks along the water way. More than
one-half of the respondents (65.30 percent) had changed their lifestyle since they used land
transportation rather than the traditional way of traveling through the canal. In the case of
environmental aspect, it was found that most of the respondents (88.30 percent) were satisfied
with the quality of the canal’s ecosystem while 83.80 percent did not burn garbages as a methéd
of disposal.

As a whole, the lifestyle of the Ampawa community conformed to the concept of
Sufficiency Economy based on economical, social, and cultural aspects in a moderate level.

Besides, they had a high level of sufficiency on the environmental aspect.





