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Mae Ping Tributary Integrated Development Project under the Royal Initiative
have been executed since 1984 with the propose to eradicate the poverty and restoration of
environment. This thesis work aimed at studying the socio-economic comparison between the
farmers within and outside the project. The population under the study was farmers in seven
villages inside the project and seven villages outside the project in Mae Soi, Chom Thong
District, Chiang Mai province. The samples were taken by way of multi-stage sampling. Data
were collected by using questionnaires during May-June 2008. Obtained data were analyzed for
mean, percentage, frequency, standard deviation, T-test and Chi-square.

The result revealed that the project was able to eliminate the infrastructure
disadvantage and restoration of environment inside the project area. Consequently, the present
economic status of the farmers inside and outside the project was relatively similar, However, the
farmers inside the project had lower off-farm expense and higher saving money. The reason may
probably be the Karens, who are the majority of the farmers in the project area; they still keep
their conservative life style. On the other hand, the farmers in the project area participate less in
the social activities. This may duel to the dispersion of individual house in their allocated lands.
The main problems of farmers, both inside and outside the project area, are low price of

agricultural products, high price of input and low yields which are the problems in macro-level.





