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ABSTRACT

TE 158612

The objective of this study was to study the appropriation of introducing longan and
dricd longan to ihe Agricultural Tutures Exchange of Thailand. For this study, three main
attributes were used for appropriate identifications including the homogeneity of standardization
and grading the product, the pientiful product volume and the price fluctuation. Further more, the
economy factors and preservation abilities of the product were also used as the supporting
attributes to identify the appropriation. The data used in this study were secondary data including
the series of longan and dried longan prices. Also, primary data collected as for supporting
information which were obtained by interviewing 28 traders and 148 longan agriculturisis in
Chomtong, Sanpathong, Hangdong, Sarapee and Doilaw districts, Chiang Mai and Lumphun
Provinces. Then, the analysis was conducted using descriptive statistics such as coefficient
variation of price, frequency and percentage.

The study revealed that most of the traders were male whose aged were between
46 - 60 years old, educated of Bachelor degree. They usually bought grade A’s E-dore variety
produce from the agriculturists. On the other hand, most of the agriculturists were male, aged
between 46-60 year olds, educated in primary school level. Moreover, most of them also planted

E-dore variety, harvested and sold theirs product by themselves.
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Regarding the main attributes, the price fluctuation study revealed that the prices of
both grad AA’s longan and BB’s dried longan had the most fluctuation with the coefficient
variation of price values of 0.24. On the second attribute, the study revealed that there were 6
levels of grading, AA, A, BB, B, C and dropped longan. According to the Office of Agricultural
Product Standard’s, longan are the fruit that can be graded and standardization. However, in
practice, trading was not follow strictly to this benchmark. Consequently, there was often a
problem of inconsistency of grading among trader and agriculturists. The trading quantity study
revealed that currently, there were quite a small trading quantity compared with the other main
products trading in the Agricultural Futures Exchange of Thailand. Due to lack of collecting
longan price data categorized by grades, therefore, it could not be identified which grade was the
most suitable.

For the supporting a‘tributes, study revealed that the agriculturists had rare and were
not interested in the information while the traders usually Lad sufficient and paid attention to the
information. As well as the preservation span revealed that longar product could be preserved
for 30-45 days while dried longan could be preserved for 1 — 3 years. Therefore, life span of
longan and dried icngan was not an obstacle of trading in the market.

Longan and dried longan had the most fluctuation price. This was the only attribute
that suggested the appropriation. For other attributes, the research found that the quantity of
longan and dried longan had a small trading. Moreover, for the homogeneity, standardization
and grading attributes, the agriculturists and trader were not follow strictly of Thailand Standard
for Longans.

The conclusion of the study suggested that it was not appropriate, at this current

situation, to introduce longan and dried longan to the Agricultural Futures Exchange of Thailand.



