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This independent study was set cut to probe histarical background and
operations of the Ministry of Education’s 1995 and 2002 curricula community colleges,
including their philosophy, concepts, principles, administrative systems and structures.
In addition, it sought to identify and assess continuities or discontinuities between the
two curricula’s colleges. The study primarily relied on information and data contained in
official documents and various other printed sources.

It was found that community colleges were first established in the United
States on the beliefs that human potentiality was limitless : education was an instrument,
not a symbol ; and education was the process of life. They differed markedly from other
types of educational institutions in a number of aspects. Among them, they offered only
the first 2 years of the baccalaureate preparing students for further studies in
universities and they, being open colleges, took in all high schools’ graduates who

wished to enroli.
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As for Thailand, community colleges were first mentioned in the third National
Economic and Social Development Plan ( 1972 —~ 1976 ) and, subsequently, there were
many attempts to actually found them in many parts of the country.

According to available records, 77 such colleges adopting the 1995
curriculum were established within the Ministry of Education and overseen by
Departments of Fine Arts, Physical Education and Vocational Education. And as regards
the 2002 curriculum 10 colleges were set up in 10 provinces.

The study found that community colleges of the two curricula were almost
identical in all aspects. The only few diffearences, e.q., responsiblc agercies, internal
administrative details, certain short courses' certification requirements, etc., were minor
ones.

More importantly, no officially recorded evidence was found indicating
possible links between the two curricula’'s community colleges’ operations. Specifically,
official documents related to the 2002 curriculum colleges contained no reference
wnaisoever to the operations to thcse problems and recommendations of the 1995
curriculum ones. Unfortunately, no operational lessons were derived and systematically
compiled fecr later- generation community colleges to learn from. Therefore, it could be
said that the 2002 curriculum colleges actually started from scratch, learning virtually
nothing from their predecessors. That was a typical but sad phenomenon within the
bureaucratic circles when politicians from one political party came to take potlitical /
ministerial posts at the Ministry of Education. The most likely tendency was that they
would rather start something totally new than continuing what previous incumbents from
different parties had initiated. But sometime, that something might be the same thing as
that undertaken by former ministers. In this case, and community colleges under study
here fell into this category, a clean, clear politica!l break had to be introduced.

it thus became quite obvious why the 2002 curriculum colleges had
practically nothing to say about and learn from the 1995 curriculum ones. They
continued coexisting with the lattcr driven and governed by bureaucratic rules and
regulations. At the same time, they had tc live with uncertainties, ambiguities and
unknown future. In other words, they seemed to be able to achieve a lot of goals except

the originally and authentically set objectives.





