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A total of 63 (36 barrows and 27 females) crossbred finishing pigs (Duroc x
Large White — Landrace) averaging 55 kg of initial body weight were divided into two
experiments. Nine barrows, which were used to investigate the effects of nutrient digestibility in
the first experiment, were allocated to replicate each of the three rations of cassava root meal to
replace corn meal at 0, 50 and 100% level. Results showed that nutrient digestibilities such as
dry matter, crude protein, NFE, ether extract, crude fiber, ash and energy, were not significant
different (P > 0.05), thus indicating that cassava root meal can be used to replace corn meal at
100% level withoutany effects on nutrient digestibilities in finishing pigs.

In the second experiment, 54 pigs were divided into nine groups each with three
replications in order to determine growth performance and carcass quality in swine. The
experiment was studied by using 3x3 Factorial Experiment in Completely Randomized Design
(CRD). Factor 1 used cassava root meal to replace corn meal at 0, 50 and 100% levels while
Factor 2 used lysine and methionine supplemented in the diet at 1.0, 1.5 and 2.0 times the
requirement level recommended by NRC (1998). It was found that pigs fed cassava root meal to
replace corn meal at 0, 50 and 100% levels and supplemented with lysine and methionine at 1.0,
1.5 and 2.0 times the requirement level showed no significant differences (P > 0.05). Weight gain
of pigs fed cassava root meal to replace corn meal at 50% level and supplemented with lysine and
methionine at 1.5 times the requirementlevel, tended to increase during the entire feeding period
when compared with other groups. In addition, feed cost per kilogram of weight gain by pigs fed
cassava root meal to replace corn meal at 100% level and supplemented with lysine and

methionine at the requirement level, tended to be the lowest when compared with . other groups..

Carcass quality had redness color of meat of pigs fed cassava root rheal to replace com meal at
100% level was higher than pigs fed cassava root meal to replace corn meal at 0 and 50% levels
with high significant difference (P < 0.01). Meanwhile, other carcass qualities were found to have
no significant difference (P > 0.05). These results indicated that cassava root meal can be used to
replace corn meal at 100% level with supplement action of lysine and methionine, the

requirement level without any effect on growth performance and carcass quality of finishing pigs.





