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The purpose of this research was to indicate the willingness to pay (WTP) of patients and
their caregivers for the cure research program of smoking related illness. The WTP was applied
according to an avoidance of health effects. The result of this research could be used to support health
' care system turn to focus on the development of the most effectiveness of curing. The crossectional
primary data that was collected from the patients in Chiang Mai province comprised with 300
patients. The sample patients were subdivided into 2 groups. The first sample group comprised with
230 patients for those who were the patients in government hospital. The second sample group
comprised with 70 patients for those who were the patients in private hospital. Moreover, the sample
patient’s relative were caregivers the comprised with 300 persons. The first sample of patient’s
relative group comprise with 233 persons for those who were the caregivers in government hospital.
The second sample of patient’s relative group comprised with 67 persons for those who were the

caregivers in private hospital.

The research results of WTP of patients and theirs caregivers in the cure research
program of smoking related illness indicated that the patients for those who willing to pay had
their average WTP per month value equaled to 862.20 Baht per person. The group of the patients
in government hospital had lower average WTP value than the group of the patients in private
hospital (802.27 VS. 1,012.86 Baht per person per month). Moreover, it also found that factors
that significantly influence WTP value are age, educational level, income of household, annual
number of curing, a period of illness time duration, impact of theirs illness, types of admittance to
cure and their work condition.

~ For the research results of WTP of caregivers also indicated that the mean WTP value
equaled to 856.33 Baht per person per month. The group of the caregivers in government hospital
had lower mean WTP value than the group of the caregivers in private hospital (755.32 VS.
1,138.06 Baht per person per month). Moreover, it also found that factors that significantly
influence WTP value were income of household, character of admittance to cure, relation
between patient and their caregivers. The total value of WTP for both patients and caregivers
accounted for 4,566.98 million Baht per year which its portion equaled to 4.66 percent of GPP of
Chiang Mai Province.

According to the above mentioned WTP figures, there is possibility to operate such cure

research program of smoking related to illness in the future. It will be the responsibility of the
"public health organization under the consideration of various factors affecting WTP. The
program should consist with each target group such as for those who have high household income
and high impact of theirs illness. The WTP patients and their caregivers in the cure research
program of smoking related to illness should be operated under community’s preferences and this

will lead to the reduction of caregivers’ burden in the society as a whole.





