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Varanagara is an 800-year-old city and was the central focus of the Nan Kingdom, with a
long history as part of the Lanna and Sukhothai Kingdoms. Varanagara consists of the traces of a
variety of traditional cultures, signifying its ancestors’ wisdom, and includes many valuable and
unique ancient remains such as Wat Phrathat Beng Sakat, Wat Ton Lang and Wat Phrathat Jom
Thong, among others. However, currently this cultural heritage is deteriorating, as the historic
sites have been utilized by the general public and destroyed by natural phenomenon, and with the
temples or caretakers of the sites having insufficient budgets to be able to restore and preserve
their cultural heritage.

In this study, the researcher performs an environmental value assessment for the ancient
heritage of the temples in Amphur Poi. The results of the value assessment are given in the form
of a monetary value, one which reflects the value and importance the local people place on the
preservation, restoration and improvement of their deteriorated cultural heritage. The evaluation
was carried out across 500 samples consisting of users and non-users of the cultural heritage,

using the contingent valuation method (CVM) to uncover people’s willingness to pay (WTP)

a donation and/or pay towards a restoration fund. The questionnaires used consisted of single-
bounded open and closed questions.

From tﬁe study, it was found that the demographic data (gender, age, marital status,
occupation, highest level of education, monthly income and monthly expenses) of the two sample
groups (users and non-users) are not very different. In terms of their opinion towards the cultural
heritage envimnmeﬁt, it was found that both sample groups place an importance on the bequest
value rather than the existence value. In terms of willingness to pay (WTP), it was found that the
group of users is more willing to make an annual restoration fund payment, while the group of

non-users is more willing to pay a donation.





