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ABSTRACT
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A Case study by Ban Wat Chan Royal Project, Mae Champ, Chiang Mai. The
purpose of this participatory research is for the interpretation of master planning of
natural and culural resources for ecotourism development as based on a sustainable
design concept.

The objectives require educating people and allowing fér participation to set up
an interpretation planning system appropriate to the geo-social structure of the area, to
know community needs and opinions within the resources, and fo assess the potential
resources of the area for the establishment of an interpretative pattern as well as
appreciation, understanding, and protection to the consumptive use of visitors and locall
people—with the ultimate goal of decreasing environmental impacts.

This applied research of the social sciences uses tools such as questionnaires,
observations, and interview data. Primary and secondary data collection of bio-physical,
social, cultural, document and reported research is related with resources and users of
the area. Site surveying, as well as the participatory process, was implemented to create

area mapping, and to set up planning and facilities development by the stake holders or
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people who come to participate in the activities such as government officials; the iocal
| government and local people supervise the interpretation of the master planning to
encourage ecotourism of this area. 7
The resLilt of the participatory research showed the advantage of an
interpretation of natural and cultural resources with the concentration to set appropriate
knowledge and understanding for all users at the visitor center and built the necessary
facilities such as a local store, canteen, parking lots, and signs for the nature trail. The
concept of design focused on the environmental; material concerns are based on
sustainable design principles to maintain unique characteristics of the local people’s life
style and respected nature. The amount of use and facility's size was based on the
capability of resources. The research team also prepared the construction blueprints
and cost estimates, which are necessary for implementation and higher benefits for local

people, and publicity, for the local government office.





