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ABSTRACT 17997 9

This thesis is a study of “Modern medicine”, in otherwords , “Biomedicine”, by using the
anthropological perspective and methodology. Through the claims of its objectivity and absolute
truth, biomedicine has become the dominant medical system in health and illness management of
our society. This thesis problematizes these claims through studying the practices of recently
graduate physicians in a community hospital. The site of this study represents the space, which is
different from the medical school’s hospital, where the laypersons transformed and are
transformed to be physicians.

The important finding of this study illustrates that a dimension of illness curing is not the
only point to understand biomedical practices since physicians constitute and establish their
privileges in the structure of power relations among various people through biomedical practices.
In the spatial relation of the community hospital that differs from the medical school’s hospital,
young physicians are required to produce the another form of biomedical practices that are
distanced from their ideal practices to maintain their positions in the structure of power relations.

This finding led to the argument with the claim of absolute truth and essence of
biomedical practices by unfolding the cultural dimension and the fluidity of these practices
among the dynamic of human interaction and power relation. With concealing a cultural
dimension behind the myth of absolute truth, biomedicine has been able to establish and maintain
its hegemony among various medical systems. In essence, this argument helps us to reposition
biomedicine within a disputable condition, and makes penetrative criticism of its weaknesses.

In this way, the chances to accept other medical systems embedded in other culture are opened

up.





