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ABSTRACT
213683

The objectives of this research were: a) to study the character, value of urban identity
- and environment; b) to investigate the role of vegetation used in the strengthening of urban
identity and environment; and, ¢) to determine the guidelines in strengthening the urban identity
and environment using vegetation. The area scope for the study consisted of 40.5 sq km within
the municipality of Chiang Mai and which comprised of two important sub-areas, namely: 2.56
8¢ km of historical conservation area ( ancient moat zone), and 37.44 sq km area outside of the
historical conservation area (outside ancient moat zone). Data were collected through survey
and estimation. Results of the study indicated that a) on the character, value of urban identity
and environment, natural urban structure, geographical structure, urban profile, natural water
fesource structure, atmospheric structure, urban cultural structure, urban planning structure,
land use, thoroughfare network: and, b) on the role of vegetation in strengthening the urban
identity and environment, the urban historical conservation area (ancient moat zor.le) was found

to contain thickly dense vegetation particularly in areas around religious and government offices

which are Considered important to the historical urbanization. On the other hand, residential
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areas were observed to be shady and breezy with an increase in green areas especially along
“roads and vacant lots. Places outside the urban historical conservation area (outside of ancient
moat zone) were divided into 4 district zones: Nakornping, Srivichai, Gavila and Mengrai.
_ Residents in these communities were found to grow vegetation and have good maintenance of
fheir environmenté However, there was a lack of shady plants around important business
_-offices but in areas surrounding religious and government places, there was good environment.
“1t was also found that roads and streets were properly maintained by the respective district
%ones where they were located and where residents provided interests towards their proper

=¢are and maintenance including an increase in plants grown. It is suggested that green areas

“shouid be improved in these places in order to decrease environmental problems and

mospheric pollution. On the study of guidelines to strengthen area identity and environment by

ising vegetation, suggestions included the proper selection of plants of historical importance

specially in religious places, proper selection of plants to be grown in ancient moat zone,
lants appropriate for road shading, and community participation in strengthening urban

f‘ dentity and environment. The study also suggested landscape management of areas in the





