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The objectives of this study were to investigate the following: 1) behavior on the
perception of political news of higher-education students in Chiang Mai province; 2) level of
knowledge on political news of higher education students perceiving, benefits of media on
political news perception, and political participation due to political news perception; and 3)
guidelines for the improvement of political news presentation.

Samples in this study were students studying at Chiang Mai University, Maejo
University and Chiang Mai Rajabhat University. Thel sample groups consisted of 203 students
obtained by multi-stage random sampling. A set of questionnaires which had passed the reliability
test was used for data collection. Obtained data were analyzed for finding percentage, mean, and
standard deviation.

Results of the study showed that the university students in Chiang Mai perceived
political news through television every day most (59.11 percent). For level of knowledge on
political news perception, it was found that the university students had a moderate level of
perception most (88.67 percent). Three groups of the university students based on their levels of
political news perception had applied their knowledge to perceived up-date situations most and
followed by opinion supplementation. Three groups of the university students had applied their
political news knowledge to the political participation on the election most. This was followed by
using their rights on opinion presentation. It was also found that the university students having a
high and moderate levels of knowledge on political news were able to use their knowledge on
political participation in terms of grouping themselves for benefits. However, they were least in

rally demonstration.
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Based on the classification of the university students in terms of their level of
knowledge on political news, it was found that those having a high level of the knowlédge
perceived political news everyday through television most. This was followed by textbooks and
family members. Meanwhile, those having a moderate level of political news knowledge
percéived the news everyday through television most and followed by friends and internet. the
university students having a low level of political news knowledge perceived the news through
internet most.

Findings also showed that the university students had an average knowledge on
political news on the section of knowledge on the NGOs most. More than one-half of them (68.90
percent) could answer correctly, 68.90 percent had knowledge on the legislation power.
Knowledge on the judicial power was found to have a lowest level (53.69 percent). With regards
to the utilization of the perception on political news of the university students, it was found that
this made them be up-to-date most. This led them to participate in the political election with the
reasons that it would be useful for them and the nation.

For the university students answering the questions correctly for less than 50
percent, it was found that media had an influence towards the level of knowledge on political
news of the university students which were television, newspaper, family members, and teachers.
The following were suggestions of the university students. Radio broadcast should present more
details and not be bias-be in favour of the government. Textbooks should be improved on its
content in terms of up-to-date information. Students should be taught focusing on critical thinking

and the SMS should cover clear and concise information.





