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The main purpose of this study was to compare the procedure and process of crop
cultivation and soil resources fertility based on physical and chemical aspects in subsistence rice
fields of Akha and Lua ethnic groups. Three plots of cultivation land from both ethnic groups
were used in the study which focused on land rotation method for cropping as main criterion
Field survey and interviews of leaders, community scholars and farmer including focus group,
were used for data collection.

Results of the study revealed that the rice field areas of the Akha group were usually
rotated after a three year crop cultivation method but for Lua group, rotation of cultivation arcas
occurred every other years. As for method of crop cultivation it was formed that both ethnic
groups had similar cultivation method with little difference. In terms of soil resource fertility,
there was also a small difference between the two ethnic groups, as evidenced by the color and
texture of the soil which were almost the same including the slope percentage of the rice fields
which was about 19-21 percent and which indicated a very high slope. In addition, soil chemicals
in field crop areas in both ethnic groups were found to have low fertility, thus indicating a need
for soil resource conservation for improve the fertility status for the benefit of both ethnic groups

in the future.





