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The objectives of this qualitative research were to: 1) investigate problems and
causes of unpaid debts of farmers growing longans who owed the Bank for Agriculture and
Agricultural Cooperatives (BAAC), Pasang branch, Lamphun province; 2) investigate a guideline
for solving the problems; and 3) prepare a plan for solving the problems. Informants in this study
consisted of 44 farmers growing longans who were clients and debtors of BAAC for more than 3
years, Pasang branch, Lamphun province and they were obtained by purposive sampling. Primary
data were obtained from the records of focus group among farmers growing longans,
academicians, and BAAC staff. Secondary data were from the credit section of the BAAC,
Pasang branch. This was aimed to find out problems, causes of unpaid debts, and guidelines for
solving the problems. Obtained data were used as a basis for preparing a plan joined by the
farmers for solving the problems. Frequency, percentage, and mean were used for the statistical
treatment.

Results of the study revealed the following:

1. Problems and causes of unpaid debts of the farmers arised from internal and
external factors; For an internal factors, aried from househole expenses, such as schooling
expenses of their children, sickness of them and their family, other debts, their land was
confiscated, less revenue from their productions, and change of agricultural occupations. For

external factors, aried from effected of climate change, a drought, which were effected to lack of
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water, plant diseases and less yields; uncertain of political and government policy, less of market
channel, which effected a decrease of revenue while an increase of expenses, Thus, this resulted
in why they could not pay for their debt.

2. With regards to guidelines for solving the problems, it was found that the
farmers needed to solve the problem of unpaid debts. Only 2.27 percent wished to do only
agricultural occupations and to rehabilitate agriculture (capital was not needed). Most of them
(84.03 percent) did agricultural occupations together with other occupations. They also wished
the bank to decrease the interest rate and expand the time for debt payment. Only 13.66 percent
shifted to do other occupations and they wished the bank to decrease the interest rate as well as
the expansion of the time for debt payment and agricultural rehabilitation.

3. The farmers chose a participatory plan for solving the problem of unpaid
debts which comprised the following: 1) the plan for agricultural rehabilitation (2.27 percent)
2) the plan for agricultural rehabilitation and the adaption of debt structure, two type of these
were: (1) rehabilitation and adaption of debt structure with need some amount of money (84.09
percent) (2) rehabilitation and adaption of debt structure but no need for loan (13.64 percent)
(3) a plan for the promotion of agriculture knowledge; consisted of 6 groups such as, longan
growing group, mushroom growing group, herb growing group, chicken breeding group,
interwoven group and tailor group (1.63 percent) and (4) a plan for the provision of knowledge

on sufficiency economy (100 percent).

4. After implementing for 3 months, the study found that, all of longan farmers
adjusted their attitude and were strict on their expenses which were application of sufficiency
economy philosophy on theire life. They expected to decrease their luxery expenses and increase
their revenue by doing other occupations that they leamed from the plan for the promotion of
agricultural knoeledge. All of them had a househole account pass book for recording their

revenue and expenses.





