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Abstract

A Study of Thai Lacquer Resin: Augmenting Local Wisdom with a Sustainable Development.

This research aims to investigate the sources of good quality lacquer resin in the northern part of
Thailand in areas with large lacquer trees where resin is collected using local methods. The study
attempts to address and reduce the shortage of good quality lacquer resin by comparing new

methods of filtering lacquer resin against traditional ones.

It is hoped that this study will help to improve the quality of lacquer resin and develop a
sustainable craft industry. This can only be achieved if the new methods of extraction reduce the

loss of lacquer resin and improve the quality over resin produced by conventional means.

The study began with qualitative analysis of Thai and foreign documents about lacquer
resin and resin production. In addition, community-based research methods were used to gather
further information through interviews and meetings between the researcher, key members and
experts of the lacquerware industry. The lacquerware community was represented by lacquer-
ware craftsmen and vendors, resin collectors and sellers located in Muang, Sankampang, Praow,
Chiang Dao, Chaiprakarn, Fang, and Omgoi districts of the Chiang Mai Province, and Mae

Sariang district of Mae Hong Son Province.

Laboratory experiments were then conducted to compare lacquer resin obtained with
traditional methods against those using modern methods. The experiments primarily focused on

filtration methods using alcohol, chloroform, and acetone as solvents.

Summary of Findings

The areas with lacquer trees of the species which yields lacquer resin are found in the

forests in the rural districts studied. However, nearly all of these areas have lacquer trees that are

too young and too small to support adequate resin production.



The key issues for this community could be divided into the following issues:

Lacquer resin: It is rare and hard to find making it expensive because supply does meet
the demand. Therefore, resin is imported, mostly from Shan State of Myanmar. However,
imported lacquer is often contaminated with other substances making it heavier in an attempt to

increase revenues, but this practice lowers the quality of the lacquer resin.

Resin collectors: resin collectors as well as resin traders have greatly diminished in
numbers because there is no significant resin production in Thailand. However, this situation has
forced the industry to depend on the import of Myanmar lacquer resin which is often tainted, and
is far more expensive because of transportation costs (which increases with higher fuel prices),
and expenses related to gaining clearance at border checkpoints, in the form of taxes and custom

fees.

Lacquer craftsmen and lacquer-ware suppliers as well as lacquerware consumers have
decreased in number due to the shortage and high price of lacquer resin. The high price of
lacquerware products greatly reduces its popularity and even threatens the very survival of the

industry.

Because lacquer resin is rare and expensive, it is often contaminated with other objects in
fraudulent attempts to increase revenues by increasing weight or volume. In addition, black
synthetic colors have been used as a substitute for authentic resin resulting in lacquer-ware of

inferior quality.

Recommendation:

The new method of filtering lacquer resin arises from this work uses acetone as a solvent
to improve the filtering process to be three times faster and less wasteful than the local traditional
method and produces a resin of suitable quality. This method should become standard practice

because it effectively reduces the cost of lacquerware production without lowering quality.



