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This study investigates the English morphological and syntactic patterns of the interlanguage
used by Thai undergraduate students majoring in English. The data was collected from English
writing assignments of 2 groups of students with two different proficiency levels. The results show
that there are differences in the morphological and syntactic patterns of the interlanguage of the two
groups. The number of the deviation forms of the morphological patterns of the low group is higher
than the high group. The number of the deviation forms of the syntactic patterns is high in both the
low and the high groups.

The study also investigated the developmental aspect of the interlanguage of the students in the
two groups. The interlanguage features found in this study are of 2 types, the stable feature and the
unstable or the spiral feature. Most of the stable features occur in the noun phrases found in both
groups. The spiral features are divided into two types. The first spiral feature is the unstable feature
that the problem exists at the beginning but finally the learners acquire the problematic syntactic
feature in the target language. This unstable feature is found most in the development of verb
phrases of the high group. The second spiral feature is the unstable feature where the problematic
feature exists through out the one year of learning. The second type of spiral feature is found most
in the acquisition of articles in the noun phrases. It exhibits transitional stage of the learners’
linguistic competence.

The longitudinal aspect of this study intends to explore the idiosyncratic features of the
subjects’ individualistic developmental patterns. The study shows that there is a variation among the
patterns of the students’ second language development. This longitudinal interlanguage approach in
the study of learners’ second language problems leads to some suggestions for English language

instructional implication.





