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PALACE
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For 42 years under the reign of his majesty King Rama the V, known as King Chulalongkom, was greatly
admired in his country modernization. His reforms covered several of developing aspects including the area known
today as landscape architecture. This study focuses on landscape architectural works during the time of King
Chulalongkorn in planning and landscaping of the royal palaces and its gardens; building cities’ open spaces; and
trees planting along the roadsides and around the cities. The research analyzes concepts, forms and roles of
landscape architecture in the period which allows us to understand all factors influencing toward today landscape

architecture in which the King had pioneered.

The study provides information about historical and evaluating information of landscape architecture of
the King’s period until present day. The research is conducted by collecting primary and secondary data from
various documents such as chronicle records, the King's letters and correspondences, articles, and publications
from both official archives and private collections. To support and clarified these collected data, the analysis of the

present day's landscape surveys have been used to compare with historical photographs of those days.

The study finds that, concepts and forms of landscape architecture in the King’s period were highly
westernized as the results of many times of study trips in several western countries by King Chulalongkorn
himself, mostly on purposes of studying western world development, lifestyle and colonialism in oriental countries.
Landscape architecture was used in planning and decorating the palaces and the royal gardens, as well as in the
cities’ overall landscape. More over, water-landscape was also used in the design as well. Despite of these western
influences, Thai original concepts and styles were well preserved in the layouts. For instance, the palace’s areas
were still divided in to internal and external zones just like those in the old Siamese traditional royal palace zoning.
The preservation of original Thai concept made the westernized landscape design suitable for Thailand’s climate.
The study also finds the influenced of Chinese style in landscape garden design had noticeably diminished from the
much popular in the earlier reigns. Landscape architecture during the reign of King Chulalongkorn played an
important role in city beautification and zoning. It enables the cities to later be suitable for rapid increase in
population density. These major modernization and westernized reformed by King Chulalongkorn may have help
Siam, the only country in South-East Asia to stay independent and survived the striving colonization from the

western countries of the era.





