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## 4782455126 : MAJOR ACCOUNTING
KEY WORD: SEGMENT DISCLOSURES / BUSINESS SEGMENT / GEOGRAPHICAL
SEGMENT
SAOWALUK EIMWACHIRAKUL: THE ASSOCIATION BETWEEN FIRM'S
CHARACTERISTICS AND SEGMENT DISCLOSURE LEVEL OF THE COMPANIES
LISTED IN THE STOCK EXCHANGE OF THAILAND. THESIS ADVISOR : ASST.
PROF. SUPAPON CHENIAM, D.B.A., 102 pp.

The purpose of this study is to examine the association between segment disclosure level
and firm's characteristics including firm's size, ownership structure, leverage, profitability, minority
interest, assets in place and type of audit firms of the companies listed in the Stock Exchange of
Thailand. Segment disclosure level is evaluated using segment disclosure index calculated from
segment disclosure items in footnotes to financial statements. The data consists of 292 listed
companies with disclosed segment information in notes to financial statement during 2004-2005
excluding companies in finance and security section, companies under rehabilitation section and
the other section. This study also examines the difference of segment disclosure level among industry
groups. The statistical methods used for analysis and testing hypotheses are multiple regression
analysis and Kluskal — Wallis H Test.

'The results indicate that listed companies disclose relatively limited amount of segment
information according to the requirements of Thai Accounting Standard No. 50 (TAS 50). Most listed

. companies only disclose primary segment without disclosing secondary segment. The firm's
characteristics related to segment disclosure level are size and minority interest. Size is found to be
positively related to both primary segment disclosure level and secondary segment disclosure level.
Minority interest is positively correlatéd to the secondary segment disclosure level only. The levels of
primary segment disclosures among industry groups are significantly different. The industry sections
with relatively high segment disclosure level for primary segment are the resource section, technology
section, and service section, respectively, of which disclosure level is found significantly different from
other industry groups. However, there is no significant difference for the secondary segment

disclosure among industries.





