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##4684671627: MAJOR HIGHER EDUCATION

KEYWORD: THAI ART WISDOM COURSES/ LEARNING RESOURCES/ INTEGRATED

- LEARNING / INTEGRATED MODELS.

WATCHARIN THITIADISAIL: CURRICULUM DEVELOPMENT OF THAI ART
WISDOM COURSES IN UNDERGRADUATE ART EDUCATION PROGRAMS USING
INTEGRATED LEARNING. THESIS ADVISOR: PROF. PAITOON SINLARAT,

Ph.D., THESIS CO-ADVISOR: ASST. PROF. SULAK SRIBURI, Ph.D., 266 pp.

The purposes of this research were to study Thai art wisdom courses offered at public higher
education institutions, to develop and implement Thai art wisdom courses, and to evaluate
implemented courses. The Thai art wisdom courses developed focused on the use of a diverse range of
artistic, cultural and Thai art wisdom learning methods. The four integrated learning models used were:
the Nested Model, Sequenced Model, Webbed Model and Immersed Model. All courses were learner-
centered and encouraged self-learning, integration of knowledge and the development of combined
core knowledge. The findings of this research were as follows:

1. Study of courses: Of the four education programs studied, three offered only one or two
compulsory or elective courses in Thai art wisdom. Only one program offered a Thai art wisdom
major. All were five-year education programs introduced in 2004 following the guidelines of the
Education Act B.E. 2542. Lecturers were of the opinion that Thai art wisdom should be widely
available as a major with the following objectives: to encourage structured reflection, analysis,
synthesis and evaluation of knowledge; to instill eagerness to explore and develop sound moral sense;
and to develop self-learning capabilities and social skills. The contents of this major should revolve
around local wisdoms and an in-depth understanding of Thai art wisdom. The Thai art wisdom major
should be learner-centered and exploit a increasingly diverse variety of learning resources.

2. Development and implementation of courses: The effort resulted in a number of courses,
complete with principles, rationale and curriculum structure. They constituted four credits in required
courses and six credits in elective courses. The objectives of these courses were multi-faceted. Content-
wise, the courses aimed to provide learners with a broad and in-depth knowledge of Thai art wisdom
and the ability to analyze, synthesize and integrate knowledge in a structured manner. Attitude-wise,
the courses aimed to create awareness and an appreciation of Thai art wisdom and the need to preserve
and advance it, as well as to instill an eagerness to learn and a sound moral and ethical sense. Skill-
wise, the courses aimed to empower learners with the capability to learn independently and to create
Thai art wisdom, together with necessary social and life skills. These courses are theoretical, practical
and learner-centered. They are grounded in the four integrated learning models and evaluate learners
and their peers in the learning process using the four leaming resources. One course was implemented
as a case study with students of the Art Education Department, Faculty of Education, Chulalongkorn
University. Evaluation was carried out using a research tool developed by the researcher, whereby t-

test, X and SD were examined. Students were found to have statistically significant higher average
scores in self-learning from integrated learning resources and in academic achievement at .05. Their
attitude towards Thai art wisdom was in the very positive to positive range and their opinions on the
course were positive in all six aspects. The students’ opinions on self-learning were in the positive to
moderate range and opinions on integrated learning of the majority of students was positive.

3. Evaluation of courses by a panel of qualified individuals: The courses are useful and
suitable for implementation. They should be developed into department-level courses. All four
integrated learning models should be used in each of the courses.

The resulting Thai art wisdom courses were two compulsory courses (four credits) in Thai art
wisdom and local art, and two-three elective courses (six credits) from the original five, in local Thai
art wisdom, Thai art wisdom and contemporary design and Thai art wisdom individual studies I, IT and
1L





