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Abstract TEl 3 6 6 32

This research on efficiency of the doctorate degree graduate production in Thailand has a
purpose of studying the efficiency, and problems during their study between the academic years
2535-2540 B.E. Samples were selected by using the purposive sampling method from Mahidol,

Chulalongkorn, and Kasetsart Universities.

The data were collected from two sources: the first being individual’s historical data from
the graduate school; the others from the questionaires asking about the problems met during their
academic period.

It was found that there was an average of 100 graduates per year obtaining doctorate degree
in 8 fields (definition by ISCED); among those are 26% graduate in Education, 20% in medicine,
16.5% in Natural Science and 4% in Engineering.

Considering the rate of graduation, it was found that in the field of Education, the number
was as high as 83 % which was also within the scheduled period (5 years). Meanwhile the rate of
graduation in the field of Medicine was 78 %, many was beyond the time schedule.

Among eight fields of study it was found that the number of graduate in both cases
presented significant difference. (graduate within or beyond the time schedule).

Considering the time spent during the doctorate degree program, it was found that the
graduate in Education consumes the least time of only 5.04 years while Medicine 6.04 years. On
average the time graduate in every field of study consumed was more than 5 years (5.51 years to be
exact).

When considering the efficiency of the program, which included the program management
to prevent a drop - out or beyond schedule graduation, it was found that the average efficiency rate
was 71 % while there were significant difference among these 8 fields of study.

The questionaires revealed that the problems during their study were firstly, their advisers

had too much work and little or no time to supervise them; secondly , the English text books were not

sufficient and out of date.

It was also found that there were some correlation between the field of study and and the
number of graduate. Another finding was that, the student under scholarship spent less time studying

than those with own financial support.



