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This research was phenomenological approach aimed to examine the psychological
experiences of female homicidal inmates. Data were collected by in-depth interviewing of 14 female
homicidal inmates of the Chiangmai Female Correctional Institution.

Psychological experiences of the 14 key informants could be arranged into 6 theme as follow:

1) Theme of murder initiation: The female homicidal inmates reported'the pressure that
brought about to anger and the act of killing. Claims for self-defenses and no intention to kill, thoughts
of hesitate, and confusion were reported to pull the mind be for the élct.

2) Theme of verdict first hearing: The female homicidal inmates were shocked and frightened
about the prison. They felt of great losses and were worried about the life in cell, their family, and
forced themselves to accept the prison life. 7

3) Theme of imprisonment fear and stress: The female homicidal inmates were suffered from
the family separation. They were worried about rules and regulation in the prison and suffered from
being lost of freedom, inability to support their family, and living among strangers.

4) Theme of adjustment into the cell: The female homicidal inmates tried to adjust to the
situations by the process of thinking, the doing of prison activities, the interaction with others, the
changing of themselves in order to survives, and the awareness of the meaning in life.

5) Theme of future hopes and worries: The female homicidal inmates, after finished term,
intended to do work, to stay home with family, to be ordained to clean the mind. For the future worries,
the research found the feeling of uncertainty and the fear of being unaccepted by family member.

6) Theme of learning experience: The female homicidal inmates reported of realization of the
value of the family, changing themselves for the better, opportunity to be educated and occupational
training, and the lesson of life.

The research finding could be used to understanding psychological experience of the female
homicidal inmate. But this research was restricted to the key informants in the Chiangmai Female

Correctional Institution only and generalization of the results was limited.





