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The objective of this study is to explore the underlying concepts of composing
invocations and epilogues in Pali literature at the commentary and sub-commentary levels.
The exploration is based mainly upon tracihg their origins as well as the culture of petition

in Vedic sacrificial rites and in Pali canons.

The research findings are that a) the prayer called asis addressed to Vedic gods in a
sacrifice is a process of utterance usage in man-god communication (“relationship”) with
the purpose of requesting a god’s favor and appears in Vedic religious texts, b) this ritual
idea and the form of utterance exertion have an influence over Indian literature of later
ages—especially that which dominates i) invocations containing praise and desires and ii)
epilogues comprising blessings—and c¢) the basic concept, the thought arrangements
manifested through these literary works, and their composition form along with language
features—both for praising and for blessing—of an dsis, their invocation and epilogue, the
nandi (=dramatic prologue) and the bharatavikya (=dramatic epilogue), therefore, all
share certain similarities with each other. As these texts take place in their corresponding
literature and bear a purposeful resemblance to an dsis in a Vedic sacrificial rite, it could be
claimed that the composition of the aforementioned Pali literary works has the same
conceptual and form base as the performance of Vedic rituals and therefore the invocations
and epilogues are created according to the cherished tradition handed down in Indian

society.





