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| Use of ispaghula husk as a bontrast medium in combination with barium
suspension was studied to increase the radiographic quality of upper gastrointestinal
radiographs in eight healthy mixed-breed dogs. Each dog underwent 5 different
procedures of contrast studies, at weekly intervals, through 5 randomized complete
block 'designs. Procedure 1, the dog was administered 10 ml/kg of 40% barium
suspension. Procedure 2, the dog received 4 mikg of 40% barium suspension
followed by 10 ml/kg of 0.5% methylcellulose suspension. For procedures 3, 4 and 5,
the dogs were given 10 ml/kg of ispaghula husk suspension at the concentrations of
1.33, 1.83 and 2.33%, respectively, after receiving 4 mifkg of 40% barium suspension.
All concentrations of ispaghula husk suspension provided higher radiographic quality,
translucency and distensibility of the bowel, and a shorter transit time (p<10.05) whéh»
compared with the procedure that used only barium suspension. However, they did
not differ from ‘the procedure using methylicellilose. In conclusion, the use of
ispaghula husk as a contrast medium in combination with barium suspension was a
simple, safe and effective method for improving the radiographic quality of the upper

gastrointestinal study in dogs.





