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The thesis aims to study the representation of King Mahadhammaraja in Thai literary works
written between the early Rattanakosin period and 2546 B.E. in terms of narrative techniques and
socio-cultural and political factors which influence the construction of the representation. It is found
that the representation of King Mahadhammaraja is not the reflection of the king as a real person in
history but is constructed by literary techniques as well as political and socio-cultural thoughts of the

period when each text was written.

The representation of King Mahadhammaraja can be categorized into three groups
according to his position: (1) in the position of Khun Pirendaradep, the warrior of Ayutthaya, he is
represented as a crisis conqueror and a lover-warrior, (2) in the position of Phra Mahadhammaraja,
the governor of Pitsanulok, he is repreéented as a patriotic war hero, a traitor and a defeated man,
and (3) in the position of King Mahadhammaraja, the King of Ayutthaya, he is represented as a

father of the hero/heroine and a brave king.

Narrative techniques used in the construction of various representations of King
Mahadhammaraja are the construction of plot to present the theme of the text, the characterization,

the selection of narrator and focalization, and the use of setting as a space of narration.

Political and socio-cultural thoughts responsible for the construction of the character of
King Mahadhammaraja include the nationalist discourse, the different worldviews about the
Burmese, the changing concept of the hero, the political discourses in the 14 October 1973 and

May 1992 crises, the minor historical discourse, and the concept of the father of the nation.





