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This research examined the effects of social exclusion and rejection
sensitivity on direct and displaced aggression. Participants were 160 undergraduate
students previously classified as high or low in rejection sensitivity. Each participant
was randomly assigned to being excluaed from or included in a group activity by the
experimenter assistants.

Study 1 shows that in the social exclusion condition, high rejection sensitivity
participants display significantly more direct aggression, measured by their selection
of the kind of noise to be administered to the assistants, than participants low in
rejection sensitivity (p < .001), whereas in the inclusion condition no difference is
found. Study 2 shows that in the social exclusion condition, participants with high
rejection sensitivity display significantly more displaced aggression than participants

with low rejection sensitivity (o < .05), while there is no difference in the inclusion

condition.
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