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The aims of this research are to study the evolution of Thai higher education institutions for arts and
cultural preservation from 1916 to 2006; to analyze factors affecting such efforts; and, to recommend operational
guidance on the matter. Based on the historical approach, the research explored literature with the efforts of Thai
higher education institutions in the preservation of arts and culture divided into four phases: Establishment Phase
(1916-1932), Building and Maintenance Phase (1932-1957), Educational and Economic Development Phase (1957-
1994), and, Globalization and Educational Reform Phase (1994-2006).

The research finds that the key factor affecting the efforts of Thai higher education institutions in the
preservation of arts and culture during the Establishment Phase, the Building and Maintenance Phase, and, the
Educational and Economic Development Phase was the political situation. The focus of higher education institutions
at the time when they were-initially established was on professional development while the preservation of arts and
culture was under the patronage of His Majesty the King. Higher education institutions began to undertake the
efforts and to include the preservation of arts and culiure as one of their missions during the Building and
Maintenance Phase when the statism was favored by the government. During the Educational and Economic
Development Phase, the government attempted to engage in educational and economic development by bringing
higher education to the different regions of Thailand. It was towards the end of this phase that arts and culture
became a subject of interests. Subsequently, during the Globalization and Educational Reform Phase, the efforts of
Thai higher education institutions in the preservation of arts and culture were significantly affected. As a result, more
attention was paid as evidenced by the initiatives of Ministry of University Affairs to establish a number of new
cultural agencies within higher education institutions. The efforts of Thai higher education institutions in the
preservation of arts and culture are most notable during this phase. They include the offering of relevant foundation
courses to all students; the offering of undergraduate and graduate programs in arts and culture; the introduction of
cuitural elements within the institutions’ compound; and, the establishment of artistic and cultural agencies. Ih their
efforts to preserve arts and culture, higher education institutions should take into account the changes brought
about by globalization and the existing cultural plurality while trying their best to position the distinct Thai qualities in

such a manner that prevents the Thai arts and culture from being consume by foreign elements.





