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The thesis presents a comparison study of the efficiency between the vector space model
information retrieval system using cosine angle technique and the one using Euclidean distance
technigue together with” K-means clustering where K-means clustering is used to guide the
threshold for retrieving answer documents. The experiments were conducted on the TIME Magazine
collection which consists of 425 documents and 83 queries. The performance of the two information
retrieval systems is compared through the use of Precision, Recall and Harmonic mean
measurement.

The experimental results show that the performance of the information retrieval system using
cosine angle technigue is significantly better than those using Euclidean distance technique in all
three measurements. It was observed that the Euclidean distance technique may be unsuitable for
comparing the similarity in the TIME Magazine collection where the variation in words is extremely
high.

Thus, the exploratory study was conducted to further investigate whether the use of the
cosine angle technique together with K-mean clustering can improve the efficiency of the traditional
cosine angle information retrieval system or not. The results show that the information retrieval
system using the cosine angle together with K-mean clustering has higher Precision and Harmonic

mean than those without K-mean clustering technique, but has lower Recall.





