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The objectives of this study were to investigate the following: 1) socio-economic
characteristics of farmers growing plants for elephant feed; 2) level of needs of the farmers on
plant growings for elephant feed; and 3) problems encountered and suggestions on plant growing
for elephant feed in Maetannoi village, maetannoi sub-district, Hangchat district, Lampang
province. A set of interview schedules was used for data collection administered with 32 farmers
growing plants for elephant feed. Obtained data were analyzed by using the statistical package.

Findings showed that almost all of the respondents were male. They had an
average age of 40 years old. Most of the respondents were married, lower-secondary school
graduates, and they grew vegetables as their main occupation. The respondents earned an income
from banana growing, maize growing, hybrid giant nippier grass growing, and ruzy grass growing
for 26,284.62, 14,835.71, 61,000, 19,158.33, and 23,295.00 baht a year, respectively. As a
whole, they earned an income form plant growing for elephant feed for 97,684.38 baht a year.
Besides, the respondents earned an income from non-agricultural sector for 26,109.68 baht a year.
Most of the respondents had their own land of 31.78 rai on average. They had 3 household
workforces on average and their source of capital was the village fund. Most of the respondents
were members of the bank for agriculture group and the national elephant institute. It was also
found that the respondents had an experience in agricultural news through the radio and the
national elephant institute staff visiting for discussing about plant growing for elephant feed and
its process.

With regards to needs of the respondents on plant growing for elephant feed for the
national elephant institute, it was found that they had a high of need to grow the five kinds of

plants particularly banana and ruzy grass for the national elephant institute. It was also found that

the respondents had a high level of need to be promoted by the national elephant institute as a
whole; particularly training on knowledge and understanding an plant growing for elephant feed.
It was found that the respondents also had a high level of need for marketing and returns. They
wanted the eléphant feed to have a flexible price and the preparation of elephant feed delivery.
Findings showed that the respondents had a low level of problems. However, they
wanted new kinds of plant to be grown for elephant feed. Some minor problems were
transportation and attention of the institute stall. For suggestions more than five kinds litter of
plant for elephant feed should be promoted. Also, staff of the nation elephant institute should be

ready and have close attention to visit the respondents.





