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Abstract

TE138269

Chiang Mai is one of the most important provinces in northern region of Thailand. It 1s
the center of administration, education, social and culture. The importance of Chiang Mai can be
traced back in the history for centuries. At the time when Lanna is a free land and has it’s own
graceful culture and traditions. Lanna prosperity has gone with its freedom to Burma. Though it
arise afterward but as part of the Kingdom of Thailand with control from central region. Still,
Chiang Mai and northern provinces of Thailand conduct their living in its tradition. One most
significant culture of Lanna is faith in Buddhism as a lot of wats have flourished throughout the
region, especially in the town district of Chiang Mai. Wats in Lanna have their own style, party of
their ornaments. It would be a big lost if these omaments fade out, because of the lack of
knowledge in its meanings behind the beautiful crafts.

The purpose of this research is to gather the meanings of these architectural ornaments
from various sources, regroup 10 give a correct understanding, Base on the theory that these
ornaments are created from Buddhism itself as a medium to teach the Dhamma to villagers and as
the response from the villagers to give their respect and faith in Buddhism together with their old
belief in supernatural powers.

The research gives a result which accordance to the theory. Summarize from the long
history of Lanna and many researches and books in related topics and the result of field rescarch
show evidences of a peaceful migration of several tribes in the region which believe is the power
of religious, Buddhism. This research wish to be useful for those who will apply to present day

live.



