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Plant species diversity, soil characteristics and carbon accumulation in five forests at Doi
Suthep-Pui national park, Chiang Mai province, was studied including dry dipterocarp (DDF),
mixed deciduous (MDF), dry evergreen (DEF), pine (PF) and montane forests (MF). Fifty-five
sampling plots of size 40 x 40 meters in size were used. Ten plots were used for each forest by a
stratified random sampling, except five plots for DEF. All trees with height > 1.5 meters were
measured for girth at breast height (1.3 meters above ground) and estimated of tree height and
crown width. Seven soil pits were made, three for DDF and one each for the others. Each pit had
1.5 meters width and 1.6 meters depth or depending on soil depth. Soil samples were corrected
from the depth of 0-5, 5-10, 10-20, 20-30, 30-40, 40-60, 60-80, 80-100 centimetres or deeper.
The samples were later analyzed for physical and chemical properties in laboratory.

Species richness of plant in DDF, MDF, DEF, PF and MF were 101 species (72 genus 44
families), 103 species (75 genus 38 families), 151 species {118 genus 57 families), 120 species
(88 genus 44 familics) and 188 species (124 genus 57 families), réspeétively. Unidentified species
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in MDF, DEF, PF and MF were in order of 3, 7, 3 and 32 plants. Thcy were lower in DDF and
MDF, intermediate in DEF and PF, and the highest in MF.

DDF, MDF, DEF, PF and MF had different characteristics; tree densities: 536.4, 186.5,
527.8, 533.5and 548.8 trees/rai; stem basal areas: 3.25, 3.23, 7.10, 4.81 and 5.32 square
meters/rai; species diversity indexes (SWI): 4.45, 5.08, 6.13, 5.13 and 6.10 and forest condition
indexes (FCI): 50.51, 60.64, 68.52, 52.68 and 82.22, respectively.

Dominant tree species in DDF were Dipterocarpus tuberculatus, Shorea obtusa, S.
MDF consisted of Lagerstroemia duperreana, Terminalia mucronata, Tectona grandis, Xylia
xylocarpa and Pterocarpus macrocarpus (18.2, 10.6, 9.4, 8.7 and 7.3 trees/ rai) and éome
Bambusa membranacea and B. nutans (29.9 and 11.4 clumps/rai). Those in DEF included D.
turbinatus, Lithocarpus fenestratus (9.8 and 174 trees/rai) and some Gigantochloa albociliata
and B. nutans (5.4 and 3.8 clumps/rai). Pinus kesiya, L. elegans, Castanopsis acuminatissima and
C. diversifolia were dominated in PF (42.8, 40.7, 38.1 and 35.9 trees/rai), whereas MF were C.
acuminatissima, Quercus brandisiana, Schima wallichii and C. diversifolia (74.1, 15.4,15.3 and
10,0 trees/rai).

Soil characteristics were different among the forests. DDF soils varied from shallow to
moderately deep, and were classified in Order Ultisols, Suborder Ustults. MDF soil was
moderately deep and had some developing profile. It was in Order Inceptisols, Suborder Ustepts.
DEF, PF and MF had deep soil with high organic matter. They were in Order Ultisols, Suborder
Udults.

Texture of DDF upper soils were coarse to medium-textured loam whereas subsoils were
medium-textured loam to fine. MDF upper soil had coarse texture and medium-textured loam in
subsoil, DEF upper soil had medium-textured loam to moderately fine-textured loam and fine
texture in subsoil. PF upper soil had moderately fine-textured loam and fine texture in subsoil.
MF upper soil was moderately coarse- textured to moderately fine-textured loam and fine texture
in subsoil. Clay contents were high in subsoils of DDF and MF. They were high throughout soil
profiles of DEF and PF.

Bulk density was moderately low in DDF upper soils and moderately high in subsoil. It

was low in MDF upper soil and moderately low to medium in subsoil. DEF upper soil had very
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low and low density in subsoil. Very low to low densities in upper soils and low to moderately
low in subsoils were observed in PF and MF.

DDF upper soils were extremely to ultra acid whereas subsoils were very strongly to
extremely acid, It was extremely acid in MDF upper soil and strongly to very strongly acid in
subsoil. DEF upper soil was very strongly to extremely acid and strongly to very strongly acid in
subsoil. Extremely acid in upper soil and very strongly acid in subsoil were found in PF and MF.

Organic matter contents in these forest soils were high in upper soil and lower in
subsoils. In upper soils, they were different among forests; DDF; low to moderately high; MDF:
moderately high to very high; DEF, PF arid MF: high to very high, Organic matter accumulations
in DDF, MDF, DEF, PF and MF were 117.22, 235.47, 239.68, 212.42 and 229.36 Mg/ha,
respectively. Nitrogen contents and accumulations varied in similar trend as organic matter.

For extractable nutrients in these five forests, phosphorus, calcium and sodium were low
to very low. Potassium in the soils was varied; DDF, medium to very high; MDF, medium to
high; DEF, low; PF, very low to medium and MF, high. Most soils contained low to very low
contents. It was medium in MDF soil.

Amounts of carbon accumulated in soil profiles of DDF, MDF, DEF, PF and MF were
127.07, 216.89, 375.36, 233.56 and 28i.77 Mg/ha, respectively. Carbon accumulation in there
biomass were calculated as 59.08, 80.32, 236.35, 110.36 and148.74 Mg/ha, where as those
amounts in there soils were in the order of 67.99, 136.57, 139.01, 123.20 and 133.03 Mg/ha.

Carbon accumulation was the highest in DEF ecosystem and the lowest in DDF.





