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Although the World Trade Organization (WTO) and the ASEAN-China Free
Trade Agreement (ACFTA) have different specific system and practical experience, they all
play import role in the international political, economic and cultural development. The
important thing is to study and leam experience from the multilateral organization to develop
the Regional Trade Arrangements (RTAs). To provide the theoretical support for safeguard
measures practice of Free Trade Agreements (FTAs), we need thorough understanding and
studying of the Regional Trade Arrangement theory. As one of the important parts of RTAs, the
safeguard measures have the common feature of safety valve as well as the distinctive
differences among the multilateral system and regional trade arrangements. Almost of RTAs are
established in reference to the GATT Article XXIV as their legal basis. In fact, RTAs apply the
WTO rules to reach an agreement on the ideal trade liberalization in a rather smaller
controllable region. Thereafter, many WTO stipulations are transplanted into the regional
organizations in which the common rules exist as a distinctive feature of regional trade
arrangement. Apart from such common feature, there exist certain peculiar characteristics of
individual safeguard measures which unique in ACFTA, NAFTA or JTEPA. The regional
safeguard measures in reference to the WTO Safeguard Measures Agreement display the main
feature of safety valve in terms of their goals, functions and fea’rures of their safeguard measures
agreement. Meanwhile, many detailed stipulations show their specialties and differences.
Safeguard Measures under the WTO Agreements, global safeguards, and the ACFTA,

regional/bilateral safeguards, provides for the imposition of certain safeguard measures to
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_ temporarily restrict imports for the purpose of protecting the affected domestic industry,

.il.‘l(.,‘,ll.ld-ing to agriculture sectors. While global safeguards concern the application of safeguard
mcasures on a r;xultilatcral level, regional or bilateral safeguards refer to measures addressing
:_d._is_.t.brti'ohs. which come about as a result of implementing regional of bilateral trade agreements.
| The mles of the WTO provide that safeguard measures must be applied without discrimination.
Regional or bilateral safeguards, however, address only the adverse effect of the regional or
bilateral liberalization and are therefore only applicable between contracting parties. For this
reason these measures are also known as transitional measures, as they may not be invoked after
the termination of the transition period. The other differences of safeguards under the WTO and
ACFTA are adaptability of safeguard measures to members, the substantial condition, procedure
‘condition, and the forms of implementation, validity terms and dispute settlement. So we cannot
* deny the importance of legislation and practice of domestic safeguard measures both the angle
of FTAs and the stands of WTO parties.

The study found that balancing between allowing countries to apply safeguard
measures to prevent serious economic disruptions and to ensure that safeguard measures do not
defeat the purpose of trade liberalization, particularly in agriculture sectors is very important.
~ When there are completely conditions, countries can temporarily safeguard themselves in an
effort to protect the affected domestic industry by invoked safeguard measures were under
World Trade Organization rules included on a regional and bilateral level under ACFTA for

suitable and appropriate protection agriculture sectors.





