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The thesis presents a comparative study of the two incidents in the southern border
region of Thailand : the so-called Ninja Bandit case; and the fatal hostage-taking of two
marines. The objectives are to research into the process of information operation and factors
influencing rumour-propelled type of information operation that culminated in violence. The
research employs the theoretical framework of rumour and mob behaviour; and rumour-
based genre of information operation. In data collection, the researcher applied qualitative
research protocol, with significant techniques being participatory observation; interview of
key informants and in-depth interview.

The research findings established that rumours circulated in Buenangguepoh Village
in Tanyongmas Sub-District; and Tanyonglimo Village in Tanyonglimo Sub-District in Ra-
ngae District, Narathiwat did not follow a normal, natural course. Instead, these rumours bore
the characteristics typical of one type of information operation. Such “information” formulated
in the shape of rumours could have originated from those resisting the State power. For a
region of distinct ethno-religious, linguistic and cultural diversity, particular significance and
vigilance must be accorded.

In addition, external factors namely political policy of the powers that be; movement
of the resistance operating a “shadow power structure” and local vested-interest groups;
and internal factors namely the existence of information operation network within the villages,
the process of information distortion, trust placed in rumour-based information operatives,
the contentious gap in attitude between the villagers and the State; and the distance

between the State and people have played instrumental role in aggravating the problem".





