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A research of ‘Karen Indigenous Wisdom on Natural Resource Management:
Land, Water, and Forest: A Case Study of Belief in 37 spirits’ aimed to comprehend the
principles of natural resource management that elaborated regarding to the belief. The research
purposely selected Baan Mae Kha Poo; a Karen community in Samueng district, Chiangmai
province to be a case study.

According to the research, ‘Kwan’ represents the Holy Spirit or Goddess inhabits
in nature. The 37 holy spirits in Baan Mae Kha Poo inhabit in different places include: 1) parts of
human body; 2) selected kinds of animals; and 3) rice seed. The holy spirits will be specifically
identified in consideration to local geo-social factors. Through the inhabiting places, holy spirits
reveal different meaningful interpretation. In parts of human body, spirits imply to sincere
relationships among individuals, family and community; Karen is taught to pay respectfulness
and gratefulness to others. Meanwhile, spirits in animals and rice remind people to learn from
animals’ ability as well as to take good care of natural resources. ‘Also, the selected animals and
rice seed are locally comparable to indicators of sustainable environment. Definitely, Karen
utilizes natural resources including animals, rice, land, and water with consciousness and
awareness, since they tend o be important to their life.

The holy spirits are functionally significant roles in leading human behaviors and

balancing resource utilization. The Karen tribe believes that spirits involve in each step of their
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_life; from birth to death. The case study of Baan Mae Kha Poo shows that historically and
“chronically spirits are key factors in the selection of land for community settlement and farming.
~ They also apply in keeping and creating community happiness, harmony and peace. Knowledge
~on the holy spirits are narrated in local mantras, poems, and folk tales which transferred from
generaﬁons to generations.

Due to the social and cultural stresses, nowadays Karen indigenous wisdom on
holy spirits has been challenged. Findings shared that there were 5 major factors challenging and
questioning to the knowledge; four factors were 1) shifting from subsistence farming to
commercial farming; 2) modern educational system; 3) modern/scientific medical treatment 4)
replacement of local administration; and 5) state policies and laws on national security and natural
resource management. These factors were rapidly influencing to the remaining of traditional
beliefs and practices. However, Baan Mae Kha Poo proved that the so-called primitive beliefs
could become the up-to-date knowledge. Various natural resource management practices in Baan
Mae Kha Poo that initiated based on the beliefs were apparently shown on the effective
application in sustainable resource managenient. The indigenous wisdom could be explained
academically and recognized as the ‘new science’ based on the holistic approach. At the end, the
research recommends the application of the knowledge in networking with allies, promoting the
public awareness and an increase of participation of local people in defining the policy. The aims

build the sustainability in natural resource management.





