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Abstract
TE 164279
Many areas in the Bangkok Metropolitan Regions have faced the problem of heavy traffic
congestion for many years due to private passenger cars’ popularity with a large number of the
traveling public. The government has tried to mitigate this problem accordingly by promoting
patronage of public transportation systems in recent years. Nonetheless, trip patterns today show
inadequate patronage of public transportation systems. A key part of the reason stems from public
transit developers’ lack of understanding of area public transit trip patterns. Consequently, the
object of this study is to examine public transit trip patterns in the Bangkok Metrépolitan Region
area and to examine the trend from the past to the present so that relevant parties may reference this
information as basis for further developmental planning of public transit systems. The study began
by collating survey. interview data of existing households and subsequently proceeded to apply
statistical analyses on trip volumes, trip modes, and transfers between various modes of public
transportation. Results of the study reveal that in 2003 the total number of trips in the Bangkok
Metropolitan Regions numbered 13.6 million per day. Of this total trip number, 34 percent were by
public transportation, while 51 percent were by private vehicles. Regular non-air conditioned, red-
cream BMTA commuter buses are most prevalent, that is, they provided 25-30 percent of all
services in almost all areas of Bangkok. While in the outlying areas of Bangkok, jitneys provide 20
percent services in side streets, known locally as “sois.” In regional provinces adjacent to Bangkok.
20 percent of all transit services are provided by public passenger-van service providers. Moreover,

it was also discovered that users of the public transit system engage in about 2 transfers of vehicles

per trip; more than 75 percent spend greater than 20 minutes in traveling per trip; and that the time
spent on the main mode of travel was 5 times greater than that of the supplementary mode. As for
travel expenses, it was found that over 80 percent of public transit users spend less than 20 baht per
trip, which amounts to 8 percent of population income and 3 percent of household income. Travel
expense for supplementary trips is 0.70 times less that of main trips. Regarding mode shift trend
between the years 1995 and 2003, it was discovered that trips via public transport rhodes dropped
from 35 percent to 27 percent, while trips via private transport modes rose from 42 percent to 51

percent.





