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ABSTRACT
The purpose of this study to assess daily living skills in chronic schizophrenic patients
whom admits at Suanprung psychiatric hospital. Thirty patients were assessed by Miwaukee
Evaluation of Daily Living (MEDLS) which specific recommendation for long-term mental
illness. It contains 20 subtests of daily living skill and behavioral measurement by observation
and performance. The result showed that 1) the patients have independent performance in daily
living skills are medical management (by medical record), eating, dressing, basic communication,
safety in home, use of transportation and nail care. 2) Mild ability to perform daily living skills
are bathing, brushing, eye glass care, hair care, personal health care, time awareness, safety in
community, use of telephone and use of transportation. 3) The skills that not need to evaluate are
denture care, make-up use for male and shaving for female and 4) the skill that unable to assess is
use of money because this assessment tool use foreign currency and doesn’t relate to Thai culture
and context. All in all, the MEDLS was advantage tool for specific assessment in chronic
schizophrenia, but some limitations in content and procedure doesn’t suitable for Thai social and

culture contexts, for example, sex roles and education. However, it also had some details that

examiner should have been aware of.





