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The purpose of this descriptive study was to determine the relationship of parents’s discipline and the existence
of children’s dental caries . Daily care, dietary, and oral hygiene practice giving to the children were
considered as parents’s discipiine. The study was performed on 138 children who visited at the Department of
Pediatric Dentistry, Faculty of dentistry, Chiang Mai University. Children aged 6 to 72 months and lived in
Muang District and adjacent area were inve<tigated. Subjects were divided to 2 groups: 6-36 months old and
37-72 months oid. They were asked by questionnaire about their discipline, dental knowledge and general
information. Collected were analyzed by using descriptive statistics. The correlations between the parents’s
discipline and children’s dental caries were analyzed by Spearman correlation (P<0.05). it was found that 92.3
percent of subjects were 37-72 months old and 7.7 percent were 6-36 months olvd. The results showed that there
were significant relationship between parents’s discipline in all aspects and children’s dental caries in the both
group of subjects (p-value=0.00). This study showed that parents’s discipline in chiidren’s daily care, dietary
and oral hygiene practice related to the occurrence of dental caries in children. Therefore, good parental

discipline should be practiced and encouraged since it plays an important role in children’s caries prevention.





